Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





April 17th, 2004

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:00 p.m.

· 38 of 49 clubs were in attendance.

Opening Remarks

· Jay Green presented 2 new clubs with Charter Certificates. The clubs are Reel BassMasters and Red Lake BassMasters.

· There is one additional club with an application for charter pending. They are the Northwestern BassMasters.

Secretary’s Report – Dan Saul (952) 440-4366

· Dan’s reported that the membership is currently at 523 members.

· The current percentage of members from each club that may attend the TOC is 42% however that number will decrease as more members are registered though the deadline.

· Reminder that the deadline for rosters to be in the hands of the Secretary is midnight May 1st. Rosters can still be mailed to Dan and if needed, they can be dropped at this residence. You can contact Dan for his address and directions at dsaul@mnbf.org or call him at the number above.

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· Income year to date is $28,400.

· Years to date expenses were $9,000 and they are running slightly under budget.

· Jim had more State Federation patches to sell and distribute.

President’s Report – Jay Green (952) 929-9359

· Ray Scott is back with B.A.S.S. but his role is uncertain at this point. 
· Triton Boats and Mercury Motors have been named as the sole boat and motor sponsor on the National level.
· Skeeter Boats and Yamaha Motors will most likely have some other type of program.
· Cenex is on board as a local sponsor and instrumental in sponsoring youth programs. They have provided life vests for the Junior Divisional and National team members.  They will also be providing a gallon of oil and a hat to each competitor at our State TOC in September.
· If you want pricing from Jay for Lowrance equipment, please have the part number for Jay to reference.
· The rumor that Federations are losing their slots in the Classic is not true.
· The rumor that ESPN is trying to sell B.A.S.S. is unfounded.
Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· Dale met with the Brainerd area clubs to discuss TOC details. Everything seems to be falling into place.

· Because lodging in the Whitefish area is not plentiful, Dale has not been able to work out any deals with local hotels.

· Jim Battin has agreed to “co-direct” the tournament with Dale.

· TOC packets with forms, rules, etc. were handed out in the club folders. Clubs not in attendance will receive their packets through the mail. This will be the only packet clubs will receive. Each packet includes 6 entry forms and if more are required, the forms are available on the website or from Dale via e-mail.

· Dale asked clubs that although the deadline for paperwork is August 20th, to avoid last minute paperwork, please submit their forms as soon as possible after the final percentage has been announced and State Team members have been determined.

· Each team of more than 2 members must supply an alternate. The top 15% from the alternate tournament do not need to work at the TOC. All others must act as workers to help run the TOC. Workers need not be club members and can be friends or spouses.

· All anglers attending the TOC or Alternate tournament, in addition to being paid up with the Federation, must be a member of B.A.S.S., which includes a subscription to the magazine. Anglers should bring their membership card in case of discrepancy.

· If you are bringing a boat to the TOC, it is your responsibility to make sure it is in good operating order. This is also for the benefit of your partner.

· Boaters must provide proof of boat insurance.

· The final club tournament schedule was distributed at the meeting. Clubs that have not turned in a schedule should not conduct tournaments that interfere with clubs that have registered their tournaments.

· Dale is looking for a place to store the tournament trailer during the summer.

· The votes for the 2005 State Tournament were tallied and the winner was Le Homme Dieu.

· Dale gave another reminder to members for consideration of lakes for the 2006 Divisionals, which will be held in Minnesota. If Le Homme Dieu is selected, it will give our Divisional team an advantage over the other teams because they will have qualified on that lake and bring that knowledge with them.

Regional Director’s Reports

East Region – Paul Becka

· The East region held a cleanup day on March 21st at Bald Eagle, White Bear Lake and Coon Lake. Their hard work is expected to bring some good press to the Federation.

· The White Bear Lake Lakeshore Owners ordinance prohibiting fishing near an “authorized dock area” has been overturned due to the efforts of Vern Wagner, Paul Becka and Dale Richardson.

· Larry Roland is heading up the Ron Schara’s Castaway for Kids project. If you have any rods or reels to donate or would like to repair and restore this equipment contact Larry at lrolands@usfamily.net

· Stellar Bass is sponsoring a new youth club called the Bassinators.

West Region – Mark Gomez

· Discussion revolved around the Federation youth programs and where members want this all to go.
South Region – John Stears

· Discussion also was about youth and support for those programs.

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· Vern was not in attendance but Jay reminded the membership that there is a controversy brewing on Lake Vermilion in which the Lakeshore Homeowners are attempting to implement strict tournament fishing rules and regulations. Vern will stay on top of this development.

· Jay asked members to let the board know if they run across the type of restrictive situation such as the White Bear Lake ordinance. Get as much information about the restriction and forward it to Jay or Vern.

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· Todd wanted to acknowledge the people that stepped forward to become assistant youth directors. They are Kevin and Julie Paa.

· The Casting Kids finals at Gander Mountain results were Lucas Lundgren in the 7-10 age group and Josh Erickson 11-14 group. Viking and River Rats held qualifying that morning. Gander Mountain is outfitting the 2 winners for the Nationals with shirts, hats and pants.

· Both winners will be highlighted in Bassin’ Times.

· At the Minnesota Twins game on May 2nd, both winners will be “throwing out” the first pitch of the game. There will be Casting Kids event held the same day at the Metrodome. Todd is looking for a couple more people to help conduct that event.

· If you have had or are going to have a Casting Kids event, be sure to mail the necessary forms to Todd immediately. His address is:

16600 84th Place N.

Maple Grove, MN 55311

· Gander Mountain has expressed an interest in hosting the State Casting Kids again next year.

· The Junior Divisional Team has new sponsors. Cenex is donating life vests, All Terrain Tackle is providing specialty packs for Lake St. Claire and Kevin and Julie Paa are donating culling systems they manufacture. Ranger Boats is providing shirts and Dale Richardson’s Mojo Tackle is providing custom rods.

Old Business

· Mickey Goetting from Sportsmen BassMasters gave a brief presentation demonstrating how members can sign up for the online DNR creel survey at www.mglures.com/basssurvey/login.cfm. An e-mail will go out next week to all members explaining how to get started with the survey.

· Dan Saul gave a report on a presentation he and Barry Howell made to the membership of the Fin, Fur and Feather Club. The club contacted the Federation and asked them to come to a meeting and explain what B.A.S.S. was all about. Dan and Barry used the opportunity to educate them about how we conduct tournaments, interact and promote youth in fishing and how the Federation takes an active role in conservation of our State’s resources.

New Business
· The Gopher Bass Club presented their annual Larry Petersen Memorial Award to the deserving Todd Saterbak for his hard work and dedication to the Federation youth programs.

· The next meeting will be on October 16th. Time and place will be announced.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by:

Dan Saul, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
