Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





April 16, 2005

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:00 p.m.

· 39 of 44 clubs were in attendance.

Opening Remarks – Jay Green

Secretary’s Report – Cal McCracken (952) 890-3071

· 489 memberships and 44 club rosters have been received to date.

· A reminder that the May 1st deadline is approaching. Only those with memberships received prior to midnight May 1st will be used to calculate the percentage of club members that can go to state.  Your club’s TOC slots are determined when this percentage is applied to the number of club members you have on May 1st.  Clubs may add new members added after May 1st, but your number of TOC slots will not change.

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· General Fund balance:     $50,757.87

Equipment fund: 

$600.00

Trailer fund: 

        $4,861.00

Divisional fund: 
        $5,000.00

Total Cash:  

      $61,218.87

· Jim reviewed the current status of proposed shirts ($43), hats ($8), and jackets ($52) for federation members. 

President’s Report – Jay Green (952) 929-9359

· Gary Jones has replaced Don Corkran as the National Federation director.

· BASS recently announced their 2006 Tour tournament dates. The Federation Nationals are expected to be held sometime in January as a result of the Classic reschedule to February.
· BASS now requires State Team boaters going to Divisionals to have $300,000 of liability insurance.
· Jay has included a product survey in today’s handouts. Please take back to your clubs, have members fill them out, and return to Jay. These surveys are important in the negotiation of future contracts with our sponsors. This survey form is also available on our web site: 
www.mnbf.org/membership/forms/productsurvey2005.html  
· Lowrance:  2005 product merchandise pricing will be available after Jay returns from Nationals.
· Minnkota is now the official trolling motor sponsor of the MN BASS Federation. They are providing us 3 free trolling motors. One of these, a Maxxum Pro 80, will be installed on the SX190 Skeeter auctioned earlier this month. Discounts will be available to State Team members.
· New sponsor, Tournament Force Tackle, a tackle retailer based in CT, will return 10% of all sales to MN federation members back to the MNBF at the end of the year. Use promotional code ‘MNF’ when ordering. This will identify you as a MNBF member. A link will be provided on our web site or you can go directly to www.tfbass.com
· Aqua Innovations, another new federation sponsor, is providing discounts on two products: an oxygenator for baitwells ($39) and for livewells ($75). Use the order form included in today’s handouts, add 6.5% sales tax, make checks payable to the MN BASS Federation, and mail to Jay Green.
· FigRig rods is a new sponsor. MN Federation members receive a 50% discount. FigRig rods are available at Gander Mountain, Scheels All Sports, Mills Fleet Farm, and Reed’s. Promotion of these rods by purchasing members will ensure continuation of this excellent program. Order forms are included in the handouts. Sales tax (6.5%) must be added and checks made payable to FigRig rods.
· Sponsorship by Team Supreme is in the works.
· A selection of tackle from Pro Tour Baits was provided to each club by Jeremy Kiehl.
· Drew Jacobson and his son Derek are the proud new owners of the SX-190 Skeeter provided by Skeeter Boats and auctioned by the MNBF. Their winning bid was $18,000, all of which goes to the MN BASS Federation. 
Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· At the 2005 State Casting Kids Final held March 12th at the Lakeville Gander Mountain store, Rachel Simon won the younger age group with a score of 130 and Dave Saterbak won the older age group with a perfect score of 150. 

· The Casting Kids age cut-off date has been changed from August 31st to March 31, 2006.

· The 2006 MN State Casting Kids Final has been moved from March to October 15th due to the date changes for the 2006 BASS Classic and National Federation events.

· There will be a Casting Kids event June 29th at the Randy Moss tournament at Lord Fletchers. Volunteers are needed!

· The Junior Bass age cut-off date has also been moved, from August 31st to March 31, 2006. 

· At this year’s Junior Bass state tournament, one angler from opposite age groups will be paired in each boat. Previously, anglers were paired from the same age groups.  

· Thanks to the clubs (Northwestern Bass, Lakes Area, West Central, Bass Rangers, Zumbro Valley,  and Range) along with Mickey Goetting of MG Lures for their donations of tackle to the Junior Bassmaster clubs.

· Todd is looking for someone to coordinate the Casting Kids program. Please contact him if you or someone you know is interested.  

· Thanks to Steve Soukup and Skeeter for their sponsorship including shirts and hats provided to the kids at the recent State Casting Kids Final.

Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· All permits for the 2005 State TOC tournaments and activities have been received.

· TOC Competitor packets have already been distributed but can also be printed from the MNBF web site. Complete and return to Dale. Remember that all competitors must be in good standing at both the State and National levels. One alternate only is required from each club. Also remember that the TOC rules have changed so that the Tournament Director can at his discretion, advance more alternates to the TOC if there are enough workers. Spouses/significant others really stepped up last year. It’s fun and they are encouraged to help out if interested. Reminder that underwater cameras are now permitted during practice (only). 

· Stubb’s Marine may be hosting an informal get together during the TOC, probably Thursday evening. More details will follow once plans are finalized.

· The State Tournament trailer will be re-painted with new logos added.

· The official TOC charity will be the local Outreach Food Shelf. Non-perishable food donations will be needed.

· Tournament schedules for approx 32 clubs have been received. Representatives from Prior Lake Hooksetters and Granite City need to contact Dale regarding scheduling/location issues.   

· Planning for the 2006 Northern Divisional at Le Homme Dieu continues on track.

· Dale will consider a second Stearn’s order if there is enough demand. Email him at drichardson@mnbf.org
Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· The Duck, Wetlands, and Clean Water Rally held April 2nd at the State capitol was a tremendous success. Vern recognized Todd Saterbak and the Jr Bass club for their support of the Casting Kids event held that day. 94 kids participated.

· The MNBF is involved with the MN Lakes Assoc and the MN DNR in a project to encourage boaters to wash their boats at local supporting car washes after leaving waters known to be infested with exotic species. A pilot program for Lake Ossawinamakee is being attempted.  

· Vern recently participated in a meeting on aquatic vegetation rules that control removal of aquatic plants by lakeshore owners.  

· The MN DNR is currently in the process of reviewing the state tournament regulations. Vern, the MNBF board, and the MN Sportfishing Coalition are working to formulate a response to the proposed rule package. Major considerations are off-site weigh-ins, the handling/care of fish during weigh-ins, and boat access parking. 

· Current legislative bills include a doubling of the boat registration fee. The extra funds would be targeted for public boat access repairs across the state. Another bill, sponsored by the MN Lakes Assoc would increase the current $5 exotic species charge, paid during boat registration, to $10. The problem is, there’s no information available on how this money is being spent. Vern has also been following another bill addressing problems with shallow lakes affected by undesirable species and improper county culvert construction.   

· B.A.S.S. will be giving a presentation on weighmaster certification at the upcoming Nationals. Vern will be attending and hopes that their info can be utilized in our own state program. 

Old Business

· Thanks to Tim Lehner and all those that helped staff the Federation Booth at the Bass & Walleye Expo and the Northwest Sportshow. Steph Peterson and Pat Corrigan will be working to revamp the display and information for the booth.

· The Larry Peterson Award presented by the Gopher Bassmaster club will be given during one of the fall meetings. 

· East Region clubs (Classic Bass, Sportsmen, and Golden Hook) participated in their annual late winter lake cleanup on White Bear, Big Marine and Bald Eagle. 

· Results of votes conducted during today’s meeting:

Associate Member Chapter

For (219) 
Against (5)

By-Laws Cleanup


For (220)
Against (1)

2006 State TOC Location

Gull Lk (24)
Pool 4&5 (11)

New Business

· Thanks to Jim Luedtke of J & K Sunglass Creations for his informative presentation on sunglasses. Contact him at 952-955-1217 or jksunglasses@voyager.net with any questions or to make purchases.    

· The Prior Lake Hooksetters will be hosting their 7th annual Crappie tournament April 24th on Prior Lake.   

· Darwin Sumner announced that they will be hosting a Youth Invitational tournament in the Bemidji area July 30th in honor of Gary Newell. The tournament will be a team format with a $100 entry fee per team.

· Mickey Goetting of MG Lures and Sportsmen Bassmasters presented a summary of statistics from the web-based Creel Survey system he launched last year. The stats were very informative. Note that participation is open to all and that as participation increases, so does the value of the information. Go to www.mnbf.org/creelsurvey.html
· Tim Weyandt of our sponsor, Battery Wholsale, Inc., gave a short presentation on their company and what they have to offer. Contact him at 651-245-3171 or Battery Wholesale, Inc., at 800-777-2243. 

Clubs in Attendance

Bass Seekers


Bass Wranglers

Dakota County

Hawg Hookers

P.L. Hooksetters

River Rats


Team Ambassador

Upper Iowa


Zumbro Valley

Bass Rangers


Happy Hookers

Metro Area



Metro Hawg Hunters

Minnetonka Classic

Mound

Northern Black Bass

Tonka Bass


Viking




West Central


West Metro




Bay La Croix


Bay La Croix Too

Classic 7

Golden Hook


Gopher


Lakes Area

Sportsmen


Stellar



Sunrise




Baxter 



Brainerd Lakes

Central MN

DH



Loon State


Northwestern


Range



Red Lake


Wright County

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 P.M.

The next meeting will be October 15th at the Medina Ballroom. Have a great season!!!  

Respectfully submitted:

Cal McCracken, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
