Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





April 15, 2006
Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:05 p.m.

· 31 clubs were in attendance (40 are in good standing).

Secretary’s Report – Cal McCracken (952) 890-3071

· 41 clubs (404 members) have submitted rosters and dues.
· Please send in your email addresses if you wish to receive emails sent to the general membership and contact information for individuals looking to join a club.
Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· Total Cash on Hand:
        $67,659.69
President’s Report – Paul Becka (952) 888-3598
· News from National:
· Current Federation Nation membership is roughly 20,000 members

· Clubs will be receiving packets from BASS in the near future containing Club Agreement forms and suggested by-laws, etc.

· A silent auction for a Minnkota Maxum Pro 80 will be conducted during today’s meeting.  
· The Trailblazer Program organization is looking for volunteers to help with their kids fishing programs. Events will be held in Little Falls on April 22 and in Staples on May 20. If your club would like to help out, contact Paul for information. 
Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· The State Casting Kids event will be held October 21st after the Fed Meeting. Tentative location is the Maple Grove Gander Mountain.
· Mail copies of winners forms from all Casting Kids events to Todd

· Gopher is hosting a Casting Kids April 22 at the Lakeville Gander Mountain from 10:00am – 1:00pm.
· Prior Lake Hooksetters are hosting a Casting Kids April 30 at Captain Jacks on Prior Lake in conjunction with their crappie tournament. Starts at 7:00am.

· 2006 Junior State Tournament:

·  Will be held June 30th on Lake Washington (St. Peter, MN).
· Bass Seekers club and Dave Vogel will be hosting

· Helpers are needed. Contact Todd. 
· An event for disadvantaged kids will be held June 3rd on Weaver Lake. Boaters are needed. The MNBF donated $200 for rod and reel and combos.

·       2007 Junior State waters:

· Granite City Bassmasters will be hosting this event. 
· Tournament will be held on Clearwater Lake
Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· Stearn’s County Insurance Issue:  Dale recognized Mike Breuer of Sportsmen. Mike was instrumental in lining up the necessary county officials to successfully resolve this issue. Stearns County will not be requiring Proof of Additional Insured for club events with 30 or less participants. Thanks Mike. 

· 2006 Club Tournaments: 
· All club tournament conflicts have been resolved and there will be an updated club tourney schedule posted on the web site.
· Dale is collecting sheriff contact/requirement info for various counties to post on the MNBF web site.
· 2006 State TOC – Gull Lake
· A reminder that every club sending 3 or more members to the TOC must provide an alternate to work the tournament. Also remember that if there is enough help, Dale will qualify more than the usual 15% from the Alternates tournament to the TOC.
· Alternates meeting will be held at Ernie’s on Squaw Point
· TOC packets are included in today’s handouts 
· August 18th at midnight begins the Gull Lake water off limits period – continues until the start of official practice 
· All TOC packets must be submitted to Dale by August 18th 
· Clarification of Guaranteed Boater: only applies to clubs that also provide a non-boater  

· The Corp of Engineers Government Dam campground will be closed this summer. It is believed that the launch will still be open. 

· 2006 Northern Divisional

· A minimum of 10 volunteers will be needed to help with the running of this event. Let Dale know if you can help. Attendance for the whole week is not required.
· Federation Nation 6-Person Team Competition

· Qualification will be based on 4-person state team standings at the TOC with right of first refusal. Clubs will determine who is on their 6-person teams.

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 729-3474
· DNR Largemouth Bass Virus (LMBV) study (Jim Battin):

· The DNR needs to harvest 15-20 largemouth bass from each of nine lakes in MN to determine if there is a LMBV presence. 

· The MNBF has volunteered to do the harvesting for this study. The DNR will provide a special permit.

· Clubs have been lined up for 5 of the 9 sample lakes. Jim will be organizing unofficial outings for the remaining 4 lakes and anyone interested is invited to attend. These lakes and dates are:

· Clearwater
July 9

· N/S Center
July 16

· Rush Lake
August 13

· Forest Lake
August 20 

· The harvested fish must be delivered to the DNR within 24 hours

· A meeting for tournament organizers will be held April 27th. New tournament rules language will be discussed and the DNR Bass Advisory Committee will be introduced. One of the first items on this committee’s agenda is an earlier start to the MN bass season.
· Vern, Dale Richardson, Mark Gomez, and John Murphy will be meeting soon to begin preparing the weighmaster program. 

· The Boat Wash program is proceeding and has been expanded to the Mille Lacs area due to the discovery of zebra mussels there. Next step is signage designating the wash facilities as official boat washing site. Vern is working on funding for these signs.
· Tournament rig parking at ramps is becoming an issue in MN and may be limited to 50% of the space in the future. Vern is requesting that clubs consider leaving the closest 10 parking spots open at club tournaments. 
· Vern has requested that the vague language regarding resolution of “user conflict” in the current Fish and Game Omnibus Bill be changed.
· Vern has been involved in stopping two other unfavorable bills:
· The individual that campaigned for removal of SMB special regs for Green Lake (Spicer) is now targeting the Zumbro River. His main focus is to convince walleye groups that SMB are harming walleye populations.

· An individual with the group, Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes, is working to allow lakeshore owners to remove as much vegetation as they desire.

· There will be a muskie stocking program instituted for Gull Lake. Vern reviewed a WI muskie forage study that revealed that game fish comprised a very small percentage of the muskie’s diet.

· Volunteers are needed to help with an upcoming Becoming an Outdoors Woman event. The focus of this event is to coach and help participants learn how to launch and load boats.
· As part of the BASS Conservation Grant, the MN Federation has received a Dissolved Oxygen meter. Vern will be visiting a few club tournaments this year to measure oxygen contents of weigh-in bags, livewells, etc.
· A study has been conducted, using creel surveys, to assess the amount of lost fishing tackle. This study proposes that one metric ton of fishing tackle is being lost in our lakes every year. This will most likely lead to another MN bill attempting to ban use of lead in fishing tackle. Contact Vern for a copy of the study.
· The Duck and Wetlands Rally will be held Saturday, April 22 at the State Capitol. Volunteers are needed to help staff the booth. A bottled drinking water sponsor is also needed.

Sponsorship Director’s Report – Jay Green (jgreen@mnbf.org)

· Fig Rig rods: a new order form will be available on the web site.

· Stearns order:  today’s meeting is the deadline for orders.

· Lowrance:  2006 product is now available but there is a back order. Contact Jay for pricing. State Team members can now place orders.
· Battery Wholesale:  battery orders can still be processed. Contact Jay.
Berkley has discontinued Federation support until possibly 2007. This includes the Big Bass program.
· Prop Lite:

· Safety light that attaches to your boat motor prop.
· Info will be available on the web site as soon as Jay completes negotiation.
· Our boat sponsorship is still in the works. Skeeter will not be sponsoring us at the same level they did last year due to this last winter’s situation with the Federation.

· Skeeter Real Money program:  $1000 will be given to Skeeter owners as winners of most money tournaments in MN (50 or more boats). See Skeeter’s web site for more info.
· Oxygenator:  units are available to MNBF members at 20% off. Adam Johnson gave a informative presentation on keeping fish healthy in livewells.

· Jay requested that any groups using the Fed trailer this year take good quality photos of the tournament winners/event participants with the trailer and sponsor logos clearly visible in the background. This will help us secure better future deals with our sponsors.  
Old Business

· 2007 State TOC Waters Vote Result:   Leech Lake  

· Sports Show Booth (Stephanie Peterson):

· Thanks to all volunteers, especially Tim Lehner.
· Booth location will probably revert back to the outside hallway location next year.  
· A sign with our new name will be needed for next year. A volunteer with printing experience is needed. 
· Steph will be drafting a by-law proposal for this fall that would require clubs to host at least one Conservation/Youth event in order to be eligible for the State TOC. 
· Members were given the opportunity to disapprove of the Board’s recommendation, announced at March’s meeting, to stay affiliated with BASS. No one has come forward to do this so we will remain affiliated with BASS.  

· The proposed changes to the TOC dead fish penalty did not pass as we were unable to obtain a quorum of club votes. 17 of 40 club votes were received. 
· Rich Lindgren of Gopher presented their annual Larry Peterson award to Jay Green.   

New Business

· Sunrise Bassmasters-sponsored survey of State TOC timing:

· Surveys were sent to all MNBF members in the state email list (approx 300)

· 107 responses were received

· Survey responses by option:

· Those in favor of a new fixed date:

37

· Those in favor of a rotating date:


31

· Those in favor of leaving the date as is:

38

· John Murphy (East Region director) will form a committee to address the issue this fall and formulate a recommendation that can be voted on. See John if you’d like to be involved.  
Clubs in Attendance

Bay La Croix Too
Classic 7

East Central

Golden Hook 

Gopher


Lakes Area

Sportsmen

Stellar


Sunrise
Baxter


Central MN

Granite City

Loon State

Wright County
Bass Seekers

Hawg Hookers

Prior Lake H.

River Rats

Team Ambass. 

Zumbro Valley

Bass Rangers

Classic Bass

Happy Hookers

Metro Area

Metro Hawg

Minnetonka Classic
Mound


Northern Black Bass
Tonka Bass

Viking
West Central





The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 P.M.

The next meeting will be held October 21, 2006. 

Respectfully submitted:

Cal McCracken, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
