Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





December 4th, 2004

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 10:00 p.m.

· 38 of 51 clubs were in attendance.

Opening Remarks – Jay Green

Jay recognized 2 outgoing board members Mark Gomez and Dan Saul for their contributions of service to the Federation.

Secretary’s Report – Dan Saul (952) 440-4366

· 71 memberships have been received to date.

· Clubs are reminded to turn in their initial rosters immediately and include an updated e-mail list.

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· The current bank account status is $47,899.

· The breakdown of accounts is $40,037 in the general fund, $4,500 in the Divisional Fund and $3,361 in the trailer fund.

· The completed 2005 budget was included in the club packets. The budget is under last year’s budget by about $1,000.

President’s Report – Jay Green (952) 929-9359

· The National championship will be held at Lake Toho in Florida. The format has changed to a 4-day elimination.  A cut system has been put in place, the top 3 anglers in each division will move onto the last 2 days, and they will compete on Bay Lake at Disney World.
· There is discussion at BASS to change from 5 divisions to 6 divisions.
· The National champion will receive a guaranteed spot on the BassMaster Tour.
· The January meeting will be combined with a workshop. Let Jay know if you have ideas or something specific you would like included in the workshop.
· Jay introduced the Skeeter Boats representative, Steve Soukup, to explain to the group Skeeter’s sponsorship program and how it would benefit the Federation. They propose a one-year contract with the Federation that would make them the preferred boat brand by the Federation. In return, Skeeter will give the Federation a SX190 boat with a 150 Yamaha motor, retail value about $22,000. Also the Federation with the largest percentage of growth will receive an SX180 boat with a 150 Yamaha at the end of the year. If this is the boat sponsor we sign with, any Federation member that buys a Skeeter this year will receive a free boat cover, a custom All Star rod, a $500 immediate rebate from the dealer and if you purchase a HPDI motor receives 2 extra years on the warranty for free.
· The board is meeting with Ranger next week to see what sponsorship proposal they bring to the table.
· The board is looking for a North Region Director to replace the current director who has stepped down.
Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· March 12th is the tentative date for the State Casting Kids competition. The location is yet to be determined.

· There are currently 3 clubs that still need to turn in Casting Kids competition forms to him. The clubs are Prior Lake Hooksetters, Twin Ports, and River Rats.

· The January meeting will include a parent’s summit with the Junior Federation meeting.

· The 2005 State Junior Tournament will be on Prior Lake in August.

Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· Dale has been looking into lodging at the 2005 State Tournament on Le Homme Dieu. He has only received information from 2 hotels. Holiday Inn has a Federation rate of $69.95/night. Tell them you are Federation member. Country Inn Suites has not given any special rates as of right now.

· There is a TOC 2005 web page with information and forms on the MNBF website.

· The alternate tournament is set for Lake Ida.

· The 2006 Divisionals will also be held on Le Homme Dieu.

· There is a spot on the Federation website that lists all the tournament lakes and schedules.

· Dale reminded everyone that tournaments of 30 or less participants do not need a DNR permit however you will need written permission or a permit from the local Sheriff. There are also some lakes that require permission from lakeshore associations for tournament. Be sure to check your lakes for the requirements.

· Dale is doing some minimal maintenance on the tournament trailer this year.

· Dale is also sending the tournament scales out to have them certified.

· The tournament trailer is available for club use. Contact Dale for scheduling.

· Bring proposals from your clubs for the 2006 TOC. To date, there have been none submitted.

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· There is a new animal rights group combining the Human Society of the United States and the Front for Animals. They are determined to ban bow hunting in the United States. Our concern that fishing may be the next target.

· Wisconsin has approved 4 or 5 culling tournaments as an experimental change in their fishing law however they are trying to tie livewell size requirements to the change.

· The DNR is considering tournament rules changes. The changes include:

· Tournaments may not usurp the public

· Make tournament organizer responsible for boat inspections for exotic species

· Develop criteria for allowing or denying summertime live release tournaments

· Ban off site weigh-ins

· Allow them to deny permits based on “mixing of stocks”

· Oppose “fizzing” fish

· The Campaign for Conservation group is working with landowners, land purchasers and developers to develop a 50-year vision for lakeshores in Minnesota to ensure natural shoreline is not depleted. Vern is monitoring the progress of this endeavor.

· The board is starting a conservation raffle. Clubs completing a conservation project will receive a chance in a drawing for prizes such as a depth finder or trolling motor. More information will be available at the next meeting.

· The MOHA anniversary banquet will be held January 19th. Vern has 4 openings for Federation members to attend. Contact Vern if you are interested.

Old Business

· Votes for new board members were turned in a counted. The new members elected were:

· Tournament Director – Dale Richardson

· Secretary – Cal McCracken

· West Region Director – Stephanie Peterson

· Youth Director – Todd Saterbak

· East Region Director – Paul Becka

The drawing for the first of the Citgo Tour slots was held. The winner was Rob Barrett from Sunrise BassMasters.

New Business
· This year’s Bass and Walleye Expo will be held at the Blaine Sports Center. Tim Lehner from Metro Area BassMasters is coordinating the manpower this year and is looking for volunteers to man the Federation booth.

· Dale introduced 2 proposals for changes to the tournament rules. The first change will allow underwater camera use in prefish only. The second change would allow more alternates to be eligible for the TOC based on how many slots are left open after the paperwork deadline. Voting for these changes will take place at the January meeting.

· Larry Krohn spoke about the possibility of cutting back the number of prefish days to reduce fishing pressure on the TOC lake. Larry will work with Dale Richardson to develop a proposal to change the tournament rules.

Clubs in Attendance

Bass Seekers

Bass Wranglers
Dakota County BassMasters

Hawg Hookers

Hiawatha Valley
New Ulm

Prior Lake Hooksetters
River Rats

Team Ambassador

Upper Iowa


Zumbro Valley
Bass Rangers

Classic Bass


Metro Area

Metro Hawg Hunters

Minnetonka Classic

Mound BM

Tonka Bass

Viking



West Central

West Metro

Bay LaCroix


Bay LaCroix Too
Classic 7

Golden Hook


Gopher

Lakes Area

Minnesota BM

Sportmen

Stellar

Sunrise BM


10,000 Lakes
Brainerd Lakes

DH



Granite City

Loon State

Northwestern BM

Wright County

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 P.M.

The next meeting will be January 15th at the Medina Ballroom.  

Respectfully submitted by:

Dan Saul, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
