Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





December 3, 2005

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:00 p.m.

· 36 of 44 clubs were in attendance.

Opening Remarks – Jay Green

Jay offered a retrospective on his last seven years as president and thanked all those that helped him along the way.
Secretary’s Report – Cal McCracken (952) 890-3071

· 28 clubs (220 members) have submitted initial rosters and dues.

· Dues collection is on track with the majority of clubs sending in the $20 per member national dues as requested. Current plan is to send in rosters and $15 per member before the 12/31/2005 deadline with the remaining $5 per member to be sent in before the 03/31/2006 deadline. Stay tuned as this is subject to change.
· A reminder that only 6 members from each club are required during this initial registration period to keep your club in “good standing”.

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· General Fund balance:           $48,566.30

Equipment fund: 

$600.00

Trailer fund: 

        
$828.00

Divisional fund: 
                       $5,000.00

Total Cash:  

      $54,994.30

· Our federation, financially, is in good shape. We have cash reserves that are slightly greater than what our income and expenditures are for one year. This is accepted general practice for non-profit organizations.
· The final 2006 budget was included in club handouts. A preliminary version was distributed at the last meeting. A motion to accept the 2006 budget was made and approved.
President’s Report – Jay Green (952) 929-9359

· A raffle will be conducted at the January meeting for the three Bassmaster Elite Series co-angler slots awarded to the MNBF. The selected lakes are Sam Rayburn, Guntersville, and Champlain.  To enter the raffle, download or use the online Citgo forms on the Membership Documents area of our MNBF web site. 
· Entries for the Berkley Big Bass promotion can be submitted until 03/30/2006. Note that Junior clubs are not eligible – entrants must be 21 years of age.
· Plano has been renewed as a sponsor. They provide tackle bags and other items for the Divisional Team.

· Fig-Rig rods is still a sponsor. Federation members can purchase these rods for 50% off.

· ESPN/BASS and the Federation:

A lot is happening right now with the relationship between BASS and the Federation.  Jay emphasized that for the MNBF, nothing has changed at this point. It won’t be until after the January meetings at the Federation National Championship that we will know all of our options. No decisions can be made until all of our options are known, and “on paper”. 
Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587


Todd was absent. Jay reported the following:
· The Casting Kids National semi-finals will be held during the Federation National Championship in FL next month. Josh Erickson and Erin Kamrowski will be representing MN.

· The 2006 Junior State Tournament will be held during August on Lake Washington (St. Peter, MN). 
Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· 2006 Club Tournament Schedules:

· These are very important. We have an obligation coordinate these club events and to meet the DNR guidelines: Lakes of 5000 acres or less are limited to 5 clubs events per year. Additionally, we are limited to one club event per lake per weekend. For the larger lakes, the DNR is not concerned with the number of club events. Remember that these rules apply to mystery tournaments as well. When it comes time for your mystery tournament, check the tournament schedule on the MNBF web site to insure that you will not conflict with another club. 

· Please submit your schedule electronically (i.e., email) if possible using the form on the MNBF web site. Remember that scheduling is on a “first come, first serve” basis.
· The DNR lake ID number must be provided and can be obtained using the DNR web site LakeFinder application:  http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/index.html  This number immediately follows the lake name in the LakeFinder search results. Additionally, this number is needed for entries in  our MNBF Creel Survey program (http://www.mnbf.org/creelsurvey.html) in which you are strongly urged to participate. This tool promotes a lot of good will with our DNR and can also be a handy tool for members. Check it out! 
· Dale continues to work with Stearns County regarding their requirement for “Additional Insured” on proof of insurance forms for Sheriff’s Permits.

· 2006 State TOC

· Dale has the permit.
· Potential locations for the Alternates Tournament are lakes Sylvan and Alexander.
· 2007 State TOC

· Lake nominations are needed. See Dale for nomination forms.
· 2006 Northern Divisional

· Things are on track. Permit should not be a problem.
· The MN Sportfishing Coalition is an organization of Tournament Directors started last year. It’s purpose is to get MN TDs working together as a group for mutual benefit and to present a unified voice to the MN DNR. A key objective is to avoid tournament schedule conflicts as much as possible. See http://www.mnsportfishing.com/
· In Vern’s absence, Dale introduced a proposal to change the dead fish penalty in the Federation tournament rules. The current penalty is a .25 pound (4 ozs) weight deduction per dead fish. The proposed change is for a progressive penalty of an additional 2 ounces for each dead fish. 
· Vern is encouraging more “fish-friendly” weigh-ins such as paper tournaments and “in-water” weigh-ins. The Sportsmen Bassmaster club is proposing to take the lead in doing “in-water” weigh-ins if the federation will help with the purchase of a scale substantial enough to handle this type of weigh-in. Sportsmen would then  possibly demo the process and could conduct a few weigh-ins for other clubs. Additionally, the scale would be available for use by all clubs and could serve as a backup scale at the State TOC.
Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

Absent. See last two bullets in Dale’s Report above.
Old Business

· Sports Show (Tim Lehner):

· Drew Jacobson of Annandale has donated both a smallmouth and largemouth taxidermy mount for the booth.

· Steph and Tim hope to have the new booth setup at the January 21st Fed meeting.

· Show Dates:  Feb 17-19  - Bass & Walleye Expo at the Blaine National Sports Center

   Mar 28 – Apr 2  - Northwest Sports Show. Our booth will be on the main floor of the show! 
New Business

· Jay lead a lengthy discussion on the present state of the Federation. Members were given the opportunity to express their opinions.

· Steve Soukup (Skeeter Boats) announced a new program for next year – anyone with a Skeeter/Yamaha rig winning a local money tournament will receive a $1000 bonus. There is no age restriction on the boat. Specifics on eligible tournament trails were not available.  
· Results of Officer Elections:

· President


Paul Becka

· Vice President


Mark Gomez

· Treasurer


Jim Battin

· Conservation Director

Vern Wagner

· North Region Director

Joe Barnett
· Dale Richardson presented a motion to submit the “Dead Fish Penalty” by-laws change to the clubs for their consideration and vote. The motion was approved. 

· Outgoing board members Jay Green, Pat Corrigan, and John Stears were recognized for their years of service to the MN BASS Federation. Dale presented certificates and plaques to each.  

· Nominations for Region Directors:
· East:

· John Pozarski

· Pat Hagen

· John Murphy

· South

· Nominations are needed!

Clubs in Attendance

Bay La Croix

Classic 7

East Central

Golden Hook

Gopher
Lakes Area

Sportsmen

Stellar


Sunrise


Baxter

Brainerd Lakes

Central MN

DH


Loon State

Northwestern BM

Range


Red Lake

Bass Seekers

Bass Wranglers

Hawg Hookers

Team Ambassador
Upper Iowa

Zumbro Valley

Bass Rangers

Classic Bass

Happy Hookers

Metro Area

Metro Hawg Hunters
Minnetonka Classic
Mound

Northern Black Bass
Tonka Bass

Viking


West Central

West Metro

Wright County

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 P.M.

The next meeting will be January 21st at the Medina Ballroom. 

Respectfully submitted:

Cal McCracken, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
