Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Entertainment Center





December 2, 2006

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:00 p.m.

· 32 clubs were in attendance 

President’s Report – Paul Becka (952) 888-3598

· Paul presented plaques of appreciation to outgoing board members: 

Todd Saterbak (Youth Director) 

Stephanie Peterson (West Region Director)

Dale Richardson (Tournament Director)

Vern Wagner (Conservation Director)

Cal McCracken (Secretary)

Vice President’s Report – Mark Gomez (763) 315-4189

· Mark provided an overview of the Weighmaster Training Program. Mark will officially present the program to the General membership at the January General Meeting. He will be looking for club Tournament Directors to sign up.
Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· Dale has processed the 7 club tournament schedules that he has received so far and there were no conflicts. Continue to send your club tournament schedules to Dale and he will process them for the next month or so until the new Tournament Director takes over.

· Nominations for the 2008 TOC location are needed. The deadline is March 3, 2007 (March General meeting). The proposal forms are available on the MNBF web site. Dale has offered to advise if needed.

· Classic 7 Bassmasters brought us up to date on the plans for the 2007 TOC at Leech Lake. Tournament Headquarters will be at the Horseshoe Bay Resort. They have rooms and facilities to support the entire tournament onsite. They are offering room rates at a 20% discount off of 2006 fall rates, provided that we book at least 20 rooms by January 1st. Their website is www.horseshoebayresort.com. Email is horsesho@djam.com. Phone 800-873-1229. Contact person is Julie or Ron (the owner). 

Conservation Director’s Report 

· Paul provided the report

· The board authorized a $250 donation to Mississippi’s Access Litigation case involving water access rights to boaters on the Mississippi River. 

· Applications for three habitat improvement grants have been submitted to the MNDNR:

1.  Replacing a failing culvert to prevent erosion on Leavitt Creek, while allowing increased spawning opportunities and creating 2,800 feet of new fish migration which would allow fish species access to a lake that has been prevented for 35 years.
2.  Improving urban angling opportunities by providing limited treatment of exotic species around fishing piers, while providing educational programs on the importance of healthy lakes and watersheds and completing a shoreland restoration project

3.  Providing improved oversight of the MNDNR Aquatic Plant Management Program, by providing four interns to conduct site visits for all aquatic plant removal permits in the state.  By doing this we will be protecting aquatic habitat by ensuring vegetation removal by landowners is limited to the permit constraints, while also providing opportunities to educate landowners on the value of aquatic habitat. 

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· State Casting Kids finalists, Marina Chapman and Jake Erickson will be Minnesota’s contenders at the Casting Kids Nationals.

· Tommy Gomez and Cody Sieben are headed for the Junior Bassmaster Championship in Birmingham in February.

· The 2007 Junior State TOC will be held August 10 on Clearwater Lake near Annandale. The Granite City Bassmasters club will be hosting the tournament.  
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Secretary’s Report – Cal McCracken (952) 890-3071

· Minutes of the October 21, 2006 General meeting were approved by the membership.

· 2007 Dues:  send only state dues to the MNBF, send National dues to BASS

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· Total Cash on Hand:
        $51,222.21
Divisional:


     $0.00


Trailer:


          $2,928.00 

Equipment:

           $2100.00


General:

         $46,194.21
 

· 2007 Proposed budget was distributed in club packets

· Budget is being paired down, mostly due to declining membership over the last few years

· A vote was taken and the 2007 budget was approved by the attending membership. 

Old Business

· West Region Director, Stephanie Peterson, reported that our booth at the NW Sports Show will be relocated back to the main hallway location. Also, someone with printing skills is needed to help with the design of the MNBF logo for the booth.

· East Region Director, John Murphy, will be staying after the meeting to assist those wishing to draft a proposal to modify the State TOC dates.

New Business

· The silent auction for the Minnkota 101 was held today. Larry Krohn was the highest bidder.

· Election and Nomination of Officers:

In addition to last meeting’s nominations, the following individuals were nominated at today’s meeting:


West Region Director:
Steve Hurlburt


Tournament Director:
Peter Perovich


Two officer positions remain open:



Conservation Director:




Pat Hagen was nominated



North Region Director:




No nomination


Elections for these two open positions will be held at the January meeting.

· Results of Officer Elections:

Tournament Director:

Peter Perovich

Youth Director:


Joe Barnett

Secretary:


Kollen Parsons

East Region Director:

John Murphy

West Region Director:

Steve Hurlburt

· Boys and Girls Club calendars ordered at the last meeting are available plus some extras. All proceeds from the calendar sales go to the Boys and Girls Clubs.

· Bass Seekers will be putting on their annual Okoboji Open – April 29, 2007

Continued…
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New Business (cont.)

· South Region Director, Bob Johnson, has organized a series of educational “workshops” to be held from 9am to 11am prior to the regular Fed meetings throughout the coming season. At today’s meeting, Scott Johnson of Outkast provided a presentation and Dale Richardson talked on GPS usage for Anglers. 

The upcoming schedule is:

For January, Mickey Goetting from MG Lures will do a presentation on the Drop Shot technique. Greg Fouty, our 2005 State Champion, will do a presentation on what it is like to be the Champion for a year.

For March, Steve Hauge of All Terrain Tackle will do a presentation. Tom Bortkowski will do a presentation on how to prepare for a tournament.

For April, Rich Lindgren will do a presentation and Dale Richardson will do a seminar on how to improve your boats performance.

· Last meeting, a discussion was held regarding the future of the Casting Kids program within the MNBF. Due to a low level of participation by clubs in recent years, it was suggested that the program might be ended. Based on current feedback from several clubs and some discussion within the board regarding how to motivate clubs to participate, it’s been decided to continue the program, at least for the short term. 

· Winners of the drawing for the 2007 Bassmaster Elite Series Co-Angler Slots:

Lake Amistad:

Joe Barnett

Lake Guntersville:
Jerry Hawk

Lake Champlain:
Gregg Lindblom

Note:  entry forms will be held and re-drawn in case any of the above winners cannot participate.


Clubs in Attendance

Classic 7

Golden Hook 

Gopher


Lakes Area

Sportsmen


Stellar


Sunrise

Baxter


Brainerd Lakes

Central MN

DH


Granite City

Loon State
 
Northwestern

Red Lake

Wright County




Bass Seekers

Bass Wranglers

Hawg Hookers

New Ulm

Prior Lake H. Team Ambassador
Zumbro Valley

Bass Rangers

Metro Hawg

Minnetonka Classic
Northern Black Bass
Viking

West Central

West Metro

The meeting was adjourned at 1:45pm.

The next meeting will be held January 20, 2007. 

Respectfully submitted:

Cal McCracken, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
