Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





January 15, 2005

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:00 p.m.

· 38 of 48 clubs were in attendance.

Opening Remarks – Jay Green

There will be a meeting for all members of the State team going to this year’s Divisional at the March Federation meeting.

Secretary’s Report – Cal McCracken (952) 890-3071

· 332 memberships and 35 club rosters have been received to date.

· Bassin Couples, Dakota County, and 10,000 Lakes have indicated that they will be inactive this year.

· Please fill out and return the Club Contact Information form so that membership inquirees can be directed to those clubs desiring new members.

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· 2004 books have been closed out. Total 2004 cash taken in was $46,643 leaving a surplus of almost $5000. 

· Current 2005 cash on hand is $60,711.37.

President’s Report – Jay Green (952) 929-9359

· Skeeter is the new MNBF boat sponsor. The contract was signed last week.  Handouts outlining details of benefits to federation members will be available shortly. Benefits to members purchasing a Skeeter this year include:
· free boat cover

· All Star fishing rod

· $500 discount off of your dealer-negotiated price

· Additional 2 years of free warranty for HPDI motors

Skeeter is giving the Federation a SX190 boat with a 150 Yamaha motor. A silent auction amongst federation members will be held for this boat. The board will determine the initial starting value. Additionally, Skeeter will award a second boat to the state with the largest growth in sales (among Skeeter-sponsored state federations).

· B.A.S.S. headquarters is moving from Montgomery, AL, to Orlando, FL. The National Federation Director,  Don Corkran, has announced his resignation. He will stay on through April or until a replacement has been found. 
· Aqua-Vu has been approached as a potential sponsor. More details at the next meeting.
· Jay is still the contact for Lowrance product, however, 2005 product information is not yet available .
Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· The State Casting Kids competition will be held March 12th at the Lakeville Gander Mountain store. Registration begins at 11:00am, practice at noon, and state competition at 1:00pm. If any club is interested in hosting a qualifier tournament that morning, contact Todd.

· Todd is still looking for Casting Kids competition forms from several clubs. They are Twin Ports – Mike Cowan, Minnetonka Classic – Larry Krohn, Bass Wranglers – Keith Larson, New Ulm Bass Anglers – Ed Lehman, and River Rats – Brandon Krogh.

· Last year’s Junior Bassmaster Divisional Championship was held June 24th on Lake St. Clair. Seven states competed with MN placing 6th overall. Derek Jacobson placed 4th overall and took Big Bass in the older age group.

· Divisional format is gone this year. Instead, two juniors from each state will advance directly to the World Championship in Pittsburgh.

· Results of the 2004 Junior World Championship in Charlotte:  Derek Kuntz finished 5th in the 11-14 division while fishing with Gary Klein and received a $500 scholarship. Randy Helms placed 15th in the 15-18 division. He fished with Lee Bailey Jr.

· B.A.S.S. has just come out with a new Junior Bassmaster magazine. Profiled in the feature story is Minnesota’s Derek Kuntz.

· The 2004 Junior BASS Federation State Championship was held August 13th on Turtle Lake. 21 junior anglers completed. 1st place in the 15-18 age group went to Randy Helms with a weight of 14.52lbs. 1st place in the 11-14 age group went to Dave Saterbak with a weight of 11.22lbs. A special thanks to tournament hosts,  Darwin and Eileen Sumner.

· The 2005 Junior World Championship Jr. Angler’s from Minnesota were crowned after a fish-off on September 12th on Medicine Lake.  The Junior contenders were the winners from each age group, (11-14), and (15-18) from two separate tournaments; the 2004 Junior Northern Divisional and the 2004 Junior State Tournament. Dave Saterbak (11-14 age group) and Derek Jacobson (15-18 age group), both members of the BASSIN BOYS, will travel to Pittsburgh this July along with their families to represent MN at the Junior World Championship, July 23-25, which will be held in conjunction with the Bassmaster Classic.   

· The 2005 Junior State Tournament will be headquartered at Captain Jack’s on Prior Lake. The tournament meeting will be held August 17th and the tournament on the 18th.  

· Any clubs that are interested in the Junior Program or know of kids that might be interested, contact Todd.

Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· Dale has only received tournament schedules from approximately one-third of the clubs. Tournament water conflicts are resolved based on the order in which schedules are received (ie, “first come, first serve”).

· See the MNBF web site for State TOC lodging info.

· The alternates tournament will be based out of the Betsy Ross Resort on Lake Ida.

· The DNR permit for the State TOC has been received. Still needed are the sheriff’s permit and the DNR permit for Lake Ida.

· A local charity for this year’s State TOC has not been identified. Contact Dale with any ideas.

· A hamburger/bratwurst barbeque is planned for the State TOC Wednesday evening meeting at Bugaboo Bay.

· A reminder that the Le Homme Dieu Chain (2005 State TOC waters) will be off-limits commencing at sundown 14 days prior to the Friday before Labor Day weekend (August 19th). This includes any Silverado ProAm participants.

· The Mississippi River, Gull Lake, and Minnetonka have been nominated as potential sites for the 2006 State TOC. Proposals must be turned in at the next fed meeting.

· Dale is working on Holiday Inn rates for the 2006 Divisional. He is also working with BASS to solidify the tournament dates.

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· Vern distributed a handout entitled, “Hooks: In or Out?”.  This should be copied and distributed to all club members. A new handout complete with illustrations detailing a new and improved method for extracting hooks from deep-hooked fish will be presented at the next meeting. If you decide not to remove the hook from a deep-hooked fish, the current recommendation is to cut it off with 18” of line attached. The line will pull the hook to the side allowing the fish to continue to feed.   

· Vern recently attended the annual DNR Roundtable. The MN DNR invites representatives from various organizations around the state for the purpose of gathering input and perspective on various issues facing our state fisheries.

· This years event was a bit of a disappointment as many DNR presentations were given leaving little time for questions or input.

· The issue of revising bag limits was raised again with the most vocal in favor of reduced bag limits for bass (from 6 to 3). There are some northern MN resort owners that are very concerned about numbers of large fish being taken out of their lakes.

· Red Lake has made a strong comeback. It will soon be re-opened for sport-fishing.

· There was discussion about a proposed “carp gate” to be used on the Mississippi to control the spread of silver carp. The gate would use compressed air and sound waves to prevent their migration upriver. The tricky part is discovering a frequency that will repel only silver carp and not the migrations of desirable species. 

· A coalition of Tournament Organizers is coming together. In the short term, they want to address the DNR’s plan to “tweak” its current tournament rules including such issues as lake access parking, boat inspections, and the mixing of species (eg, Upper and Lower Pokegama). Long term, they hope to continue working with the DNR on issues facing tournament organizers and to work with lakeshore associations. They have also identified a need for tournament participants to police themselves before it is done for them. See their web site at http://perham.eot.com/~jstokka/mntoc/index.htm.

· Vern recognized three clubs for their conservation activities last year:  Granite City, Sportsmen, and Gopher. A certificate was awarded to each and future recognitions are planned. 

· Meeting handouts included an entry form for a conservation raffle. Every club completing a conservation project in 2005 should complete the form to receive a chance in a drawing for prizes such as a depth finder or trolling motor. The drawing will be held at the State TOC.

· Plans are coming together for a workshop and program designed to certify participants as tournament weighmasters. The first workshop is planned for the late March / early April timeframe. One to two members from each club should plan to attend. The workshop will be tailored towards what is appropriate for clubs depending on their size and other characteristics. Examples of possible topics include:

· Selection of suitable weigh-in locations

· Appropriate equipment

· Currently available technology and costs

-    What works, what doesn’t, experiences

Program Goals include:

· Reducing fish mortality

· Improving the efficiency of the weigh-in

· Improving public perception

· The Lake Vermilion lakeshore association is involved in a zoning process due in part to negative feedback stemming from the Everstart tournament held there 2 years ago. They are drafting policy based on their concerns about recent increases in tournament activity. These concerns include:

· noise from hi-powered boats

· nuisance fishing along lakeshore (ie, under docks)

· hi-speed boat operation

· the potential for exotic species introduction

· the adverse effects of tournament fishing on the fishery

Their proposed actions include support for any future effort by the MN legislature and DNR to change laws and regulations that would result in fishing tournaments that are:

· more respectful and less damaging to MN lakes and waterways

· less offensive to the public

· less likely to introduce exotic species

There is also the possibility for the local county to adopt more stringent regulations than those of the state. Enforcement of these would be the responsibility of the local county sheriff department. If any clubs are applying for tournament permits on Lake Vermilion this year, please relay your experiences to Vern. 

Old Business

· Volunteers are needed to staff the federation booth at the Bass & Walleye Expo, Feb 18-20, at the Blaine Sports Center. Please contact Tim Lehner at 763-370-9529 or email him at:  taxidermytim@earthlink.net. Participation in the Northwest Sports Show is uncertain at this point.

· Paul Becka discussed a proposed cleanup of the state by-laws. This cleanup would clarify language and reduce ambiguity. Please review and forward any feedback to Paul. A formal proposal with ballots will be presented at the next meeting.

· Voting results for State TOC proposals introduced by Dale Richardson:

· “Unused State TOC Slots”:
passed,  162 to 15  

· “Use of Underwater Cameras During State TOC Practice”:

passed,  146 to 69 

The drawing for the two remaining  Citgo Tour slots was held. The winner for Guntersville was Tom Pearson of Sunrise Bassmasters. For Table Rock, it was Josh Smith of Bass Wranglers.

The drawing for the Flowmater certificate was won by Greg Anderson of Sunrise Bassmasters. The case of Cenex oil was won by John Stears of Zumbro Valley.

John Stears had several announcements regarding upcoming tournaments:


Okoboji Open – May 1

St. Jude – April 30/May 1. Note that the invitation period for the St. Jude ends March 15. To get on the standby list call Sherri Cosentino at 952-893-0442 or 888-950-6466. 

New Business
Clubs in Attendance

Bass Seekers

Bass Wranglers

Hawg Hookers



New Ulm


Prior Lake Hooksetters
River Rats

Team Ambassador

Zumbro Valley


Bass Rangers

Classic Bass


Happy Hookers



Metro Area


Metro Hawg Hunters
Minnetonka Classic


Northern Black Bass
Tonka Bass


Viking




West Central


West Metro

Bay LaCroix


Bay LaCroix Too

Classic 7

Golden Hook


Gopher


Lakes Area

Minnesota BM

Sportsmen


Stellar

Sunrise BM




Baxter 


Brainerd Lakes

Central MN

DH



Granite City


Loon State

Range



Red Lake


Wright County

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 P.M.

The next meeting will be March 5th at the Medina Ballroom.  

Respectfully submitted:

Cal McCracken, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
