Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





January 21, 2006
Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:10 p.m.

· 40 clubs were in attendance (39 are in good standing).

Secretary’s Report – Cal McCracken (952) 890-3071

· 39 clubs (315 members) have submitted initial rosters and dues.
· Please send in your email addresses if you wish to receive general membership emails
Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· General Fund balance:           $58,859.52
Equipment fund: 
          $1,700.00

Trailer fund: 

          $1,428.00

Divisional fund: 
                       $5,000.00

Total Cash:  

        $66,987.52
· All National dues received from clubs at this point have been forwarded to BASS. Clubs can continue to send in their $50/member state fee to keep in good standing with the MNBF. If National dues are included, we will continue to forward these on to BASS. 

· Remember the May 1st deadline when the state TOC percentage is finalized. 
· BASS has declared a March 1st deadline for club dues. Remember that if you miss this deadline, your club will not be covered by the BASS insurance policy for tournaments and Casting Kids events.
President’s Report – Paul Becka (952) 888-3598
· Paul announced the following appointee positions:

· Mickey Goetting will continue as the webmaster for the MNBF web site

· Rich Lindgren will work in the areas of marketing and communications

· Jay Green will function as our sponsor liaison 
· Additional responsibilities have been taken on by a few of the board members:
· Stephanie Peterson (W Region Director) is already in the process of revamping the Sports Show booth

· Mark Gomez will be leading the effort to establish the weighmaster training program

· ESPN/BASS, TBF/FLW, and the future of the MN BASS Federation:

· Paul presented an overview of his week at the Federation National Championship and the various meetings that were held during the week amongst Federation presidents and representatives of BASS, FLW, and BassFan. The Federation State presidents heard presentations from representatives of ESPN/BASS and TBF/FLW regarding their respective proposals for the future of the Federation. The individual states were/are faced with a choice as to which organization they wish to affiliate with for the future, ESPN/BASS or TBF/FLW. At the end of the week, a vote was taken of the presidents with the following result:
· 30 presidents voted to accept the proposal from TBF/FLW

· 3 presidents voted to accept the proposal from ESPN/BASS

· 15 presidents abstained from voting, mostly because they were not in a position to cast a vote due to state by-laws. Paul was in this group.

· A lot of discussion among members of the MN board has ensued since the meetings at the FNC. Paul presented the board’s recommendations on how the MN BASS Federation should proceed. Listed below are the bullet points from his presentation (a hardcopy of the slides was distributed to each club representative at the meeting):

FACTS ON THE GROUND
1. We are T.B.F.;  we own the T.B.F.

2. Change is coming. We can’t prevent it. BASS/ESPN’s new rules will preclude business as usual.

3. Much of what you read in the various Internet chat rooms is crap.

4. The primary motivation of BASS (ESPN) is television ratings.

The primary motivation of FLW (Jacobs) is selling boats.

We are simply a means to those ends.

5. Proposals from any party are meaningless until we have a formal, written contract to sign.

6. As required by our bylaws, all dues submitted prior to January 1, 2006, were sent to BASS/ESPN.

7. At the moment we have significant leverage.

8. Most of us just want to fish, with minimal politics and hassle. That should be our primary motivator.

POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES

· Alternative A:

The Minnesota Federation votes to associate exclusively with either BASS or FLW

· Alternative B:

The Minnesota Federation creates two subsidiary corporations which align with BASS or FLW

COMPARISON SUMMARY


BASS Federation Nation


TBF/FLW/BassFan

State TOC




State TOC


Divisionals




Divisionals


National Championship



National Championship


Bassmaster Classic



BFL All American








Forrest Wood Open








BassFan Army Championship


Tour Slots and Entry Fees


“Living the Dream”


Bass Club Championship


National Youth Director



National Youth Director


National Youth Workshop


National Youth Workshop


CastingKids




CastkingKids “like” program


JWBC





JWC


National Conservation Director


National Conservation Director


National Conservation Workshop

National Conservation Workshop


Conservation Grants



Conservation Funding


Conservation Scholarships


Insurance




Insurance


Bassmaster Magazine



FLW Outdoors


Bass Times




BassFan


Bass Insider


ESPN TV Coverage



FSN TV Coverage

To summarize, at this point, written contract communications have not been received from either party. In that light, we feel that it is the best interest of the MNBF to wait until these are received and in the meantime positional ourselves to take advantage of offers from either or both parties. 
Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· The 2006 Junior State Tournament will be held August 4th on Lake Washington (St. Peter, MN).
Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· 2006 Club Tournaments:

· Dale continues to work with Stearns County regarding their requirement for “Additional Insured” on proof of insurance forms for Sheriff’s Permits. Currently, it’s at a stalemate. Dale will get the word out when this is finalized.
· 2006 State TOC – Gull Lake
· Wilderness Inquiry has been identified as the charity organization that will benefit from our raffle proceeds. 
· The Alternates Tournament will be held on Lake Alexander. Weigh-in will be held at the Blue Port restaurant on the lake.
· At this point, nothing has changed as far as the plans for the TOC. We fully intend to hold it as usual. 

· 2007 State TOC

· Dale has received a nomination from Classic 7 for Leech Lake. All nominations must be received by the March 4th meeting.
· 2006 Northern Divisional

· We intend to proceed with the Divisional just as we do with the State TOC. It’s “business as usual”.
· Permit has been obtained.

· A minimum of 10 volunteers will be needed to help with the running of this event. Let Dale know if you can help. Attendance for the whole week is not required.
Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· DNR Roundtable:
· Proposed rule changes for tournaments (these are not yet finalized):
· Livewell standards are being discussed in terms of capacity

· Permits for offsite weigh-ins could be denied for tournaments held during July and August

· Permits could be denied for tournaments held on waters known to have Largemouth Bass Virus. Currently this would include Pools 3, 7, and 8 of the Mississippi River.
· Permitted off-site weigh-ins limited to 50 fish and weighed within 2 hours

· 50% cap on tournament utilization of state-owned boat ramp parking spaces
· Restricted blast off procedures to protect natural resources and prevent safety risks
· MOHA banquet – March 15th 

· Price is $35 – contact Vern if interested. Social hour starts at 5:30, dinner at 7:30.

· Vern and Dave Overland have been involved with proposed changes to amendments governing how much natural vegetation can be removed by lakeshore owners.
· The DNR has formed a committee to determine how to deal with potential state record fish when they are caught.

· The Duck Rally will be held at the State Capitol on April 22, Earth Day. Vern is looking for a club to help with a Casting Kids to be held in conjunction with the Rally.  

· The DNR has asked Vern to head up a statewide bass advisory committee. Basically, the committee would provide recommendations to the DNR regarding how to manage the bass populations, both largemouth and smallmouth. Some potential topics are bag limits, bass season, stocking, LMBV, etc.
· Mark Gomez’s comments on the DNR Roundtable meeting:

· It was about a lot more than just fishing. Anything to do with the outdoors was included.

· Governor Pawlenty challenged all of the outdoor groups present to help him with the legislation for dedicated funding.

· The two major topics:  ducks and their disappearing habitat, water quality
Old Business

· Sports Shows (Stephanie Peterson):

· Steph and Tim Lehner have been working hard to get our Sports Show booth ready for the upcoming Spring shows.
· Contact Tim if you would like to help man the booth at the upcoming Northwest Sports Show (Mar 28 – Apr 2).

· The booth this year will be located on the Main Floor next to the Shimano booth. 
· We have our first member in the Associate Bassmasters program.

· Elections were held for the East and South Region Director board positions 

· John Murphy is the new East Region director

· Bob Johnson is the new South Region director 

· Elite Series drawing for the tournament on Lake Sam Rayburn was held today:

· Votes were tallied for the changes to the TOC rules regarding the dead fish penalty and not enough were submitted to reach a quorum. For those clubs that have not yet submitted their ballots, either bring them to the March 4th meeting or mail them to:

Cal McCracken

4015 W 140th St

Savage, MN  55378

   

New Business

· Pat Hagen and Rick Solomon gave presentations on the Boys and Girls Clubs of America. Each year the MNBF sponsors this fine organization through club purchases of calendars.
· See Jay Green for Lowrance pricing. Also, Jay is taking entries for the Berkley Big Bass program.

Clubs in Attendance
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West Central

West Metro

Wright County

The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 P.M.

The next meeting will be held March 4th at the Medina Ballroom. 

Respectfully submitted:

Cal McCracken, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
