Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





March 1, 2003

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 am to 11:30 am.  

General Meeting 

· President Jay Green called the meeting to order at 9:30 am.

Roll Call 

· 45 of the 47 clubs were in attendance. 

Secretary’s Report – Dan Saul (952) 440-4366

· There are 3 clubs that have not turned in rosters as of this meeting

· January minutes were distributed via the email system and a copy is on the Federation website

· 17 inquires were handed out that were e-mailed to the Federation regarding club membership 

· There are 416 members registered as of this meeting

· The final deadline for registration of members to be eligible for the State Tournament is April 1st
· The vote to change the deadline to May 1st  failed due to a lack of the required votes from 2/3 of the membership

Treasurers Report – Jerry Schneider (651) 490-0997

· Jerry was absent and there was no report available

President’s Report – Jay Green (612) 339-5609

· Sponsors for B.A.S.S. this year include

· Diamond Cut Jeans

· Quantum 

· Zebco

· Berkley

· Flowmaster

· Lowrance

1st Vice President’s Report  – Al Valencour (715-455-1627)

· Al was absent. Jay talked about the Associate Member Program. The $10 membership program has brought in17 new members to B.A.S.S. from Minnesota. Jay has more sign up forms if you need them and they will be available at the Federation booth for the Sportsmen Show. At the end of May, clubs that signed up new members through this program will receive cash back from B.A.S.S. in the amount of $1 for each $10 membership they sponsor.

Tournament Director’s Report – Wayne Lindgren (763-788-6716)

· Wayne would like to be sure each club gives him the name of a contact person
· 2003 State Tournament update

· The tournament headquarters will be at Quality Inn

· Registration for the TOC and alternate tournament will be held in the ballroom

· Raffles will be held both nights before the tournaments

· The website will have a dedicated area for the TOC

· The charity this year will be the Big Sisters and Big Brothers of Winona

· Mechanics and prop repair will be available after hours

· Ranger will sponsor the tournament trophies

· There are 2 proposals for the 2004 State Tournament 

· The St. Louis River and St. Louis Bay in Duluth from the high bridge to the dam from West Metro and Twin Ports

· Cross Lake out of Moonlight Bay from Range BassMasters

Regional Director’s Reports

· Mark Gomez of the West region:

· Mark thanked those who volunteered for the Walleye / Bass Expo and felt it was successful and generated interest in the Federation. We will be participating again next year

· There are still openings for volunteers at the Sportsman Show. Contact Mark for more information

· John Stears of the South Region:

Inviting everyone to Galyan’s Fishing Expo from March 14th through March 16th at the Galyan’s in Minnetonka. There will be seminars given by many different fishing professionals including several Federation Pro’s.

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· Vern acknowledged those who participated in the Castaway for Kids Program by restoring over 2,000 rods. A Certificate of Appreciation, cookbook and calendar from Ron Schara were presented to members of:

· Lakes Area

· Bassin’ Couples

· Sportsman

· On the issue of banning lead in tackle:

· The house bill was withdrawn

· A group, SMART (Sensible Manufacturers and Anglers for Responsible Tackle) has been formed and will have a booth at the Sportsmen Show to bring public attention about the need to make “smart” decisions about tackle changes

· Volunteers are needed to help man the booth. Contact Vern for details

· Vern and Jay will be meeting with the DNR for an annual “review” of the permit system

· Vern is following a bill that would reduce phosphorus emissions into the water

· The “no cull” issue is off the table

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· Todd was absent. Jay gave an update on the State Casting Kids coming up on March 8th
· 2003 Junior State Championship

· July 29th on Lake Washington by St. Peter sponsored by the Bass Seekers

· Volunteers are needed to provide boats/drivers for the event. If you are interested in helping contact Dave Vogel with Bass Seekers

· There will be a pre-tournament meeting the night before

· B.A.S.S. is going to reimburse the Federation $575 per child to go to Nationals

Old Business

· The 3 proposals brought in at the last meeting were defeated due to a lack of enough votes to equal the required 2/3 of the membership

New Business

· 2 new proposals were presented to be taken back to the general membership. 

· A proposal to eliminate the State Advisory Board from the by-laws covered in Article V, Section 6. This proposal will be voted on at the next meeting. Vern will mail out the ballots to each club immediately

· A proposal to change in the State Team Formula would require each club to participate in at least one youth event, one environmental/conservation event during the prior year

· Vern had an idea to raffle off a trolling motor at the Sportsmen Show to raise funds for the youth account. It is too late to do it this year but next year it can be done. We need to be giving some thought to about how to physically handle the money received at the show.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM.

The next Federation meeting will be held on April 19th at the Medina Ballroom

Respectfully submitted by:

Dan Saul, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
