Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





March 4, 2006

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:05 p.m.

· 38 clubs were in attendance (40 are in good standing).

Secretary’s Report – Cal McCracken (952) 890-3071

· 40 clubs (353 members) have submitted rosters and dues.

· Please send in your email addresses if you wish to receive emails sent to the general membership and contact information for individuals looking to join a club.

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· General Fund balance:           $56,706.69

Equipment fund: 
          $1,700.00

Trailer fund: 

          $1,428.00

Divisional fund: 
                       $5,000.00

Total Cash:  

        $64,834.69

President’s Report – Paul Becka (952) 888-3598

· Vern is the Northern Division Conservation Director of the Year. Congratulations Vern!  

· The MNBF proudly recognized Roger Diesen for his 30 years of membership and contribution with a certificate of appreciation. Roger entertained the group with a few stories and memories from his years of participation.

· The MNBF and ESPN/BASS and TBF/FLW:

· “Facts on the Ground”:

· ESPN/BASS has significantly scaled back on their requirements since the week of the Federation National Championship

· Neither party is requiring a contract. ESPN/BASS only requires signing of an agreement regarding trademark issues. On the TBF side, all contracts exist solely between TBF and FLW.

· The BASS Northern Divisional will happen as planned.

· The umbrella organization concept that would allow the MNBF to affiliate with both parties is doable but would be complicated and difficult to implement. Several states have already adopted this approach.

· Skeeter, our current boat sponsor, has announced that they will not be able to sponsor us this year at the same level as last year (ie, providing a boat). This is subject to change. 

· Three basic alternatives were evaluated by the MNBF board:  1) exclusive affiliation with ESPN/BASS,  2) exclusive affiliation with TBF/FLW, or  3) an umbrella organization that would permit affiliation with both.

· The Board’s Recommendation is to affiliate with ESPN/BASS. Per our by-laws, this decision can be overturned by the membership. Forms were provided at the meeting to initiate this process and a majority vote of the membership would be required. 

· The board has also decided to refund the $50 State dues to any current MNBF member not wishing to remain with the organization. This refund will be offered until May 1st, 2006 and is valid this year only. Members electing this option can certainly rejoin at a later date if they choose.  

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· Casting Kids

· Mail copies of winners forms from all Casting Kids events to Todd

· This years state Casting Kids championship will be held late Sept or early Oct

·       Lots of kids are looking for Junior clubs especially in the out-state areas. Contact Todd if you’d be interested 

             in starting a Junior club.

· The 2006 Junior State Tournament:

·  Will be held June 30th on Lake Washington (St. Peter, MN).

· Bass Seekers club and Dave Vogel will be hosting

· There will be an 11:00am Junior Fed meeting at the April 15th Federation meeting

·       2007 Junior State waters:

· Granite City Bassmasters would like to host this event

· Permits should be obtained as soon as possible to avoid conflicts with other tournament organizations

Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· 2006 Club Tournaments: 

· All club tournament conflicts have been resolved.

· Reminder that a sheriff’s permit or approval is required for all club tournaments

· Dale is collecting sheriff contact/requirement info for various counties to post on the MNBF web site.

· 2006 State TOC – Gull Lake

· All TOC permits have been obtained.

· TOC paper packets will be available at the April Fed meeting and on the MNBF web site

· 2006 Northern Divisional

· All permits have been obtained.

· A minimum of 10 volunteers will be needed to help with the running of this event. Let Dale know if you can help. Attendance for the whole week is not required.

· Rods for Junior Club members:

· Dale will build rods for Juniors on a limited basis for special occasions

· Please consider donating broken or unwanted rods to Dale to supply components for this effort

· Thanks to Larry Roland for the large amount of components received from a retiring rod builder 

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· MOHA banquet is March 15th
· Vern will be attending the MOHA legislative caucus every other Tuesday

· DNR Largemouth Bass Virus (LMBV) study:

· Jim Battin will be coordinating this effort for the MNBF

· The DNR needs to harvest 15-20 largemouth bass from each of nine lakes in MN to determine if there is a LMBV presence. 

· The MNBF has volunteered to do the harvesting for this study

· The samples will be taken during the July-August timeframe and Jim is looking for any clubs holding tournaments on the following lakes during those months (Minnetonka, Prior, Big Marine, N/S Center, Forest, Rush, Green (Chisago), Clearwater, and the Whitefish Chain)

· The harvested fish must be delivered to the DNR within 24 hours

· Vern and Paul Becka will be participating in a conference call with the DNR regarding LMBV in the Mississippi River

· Ron Payer and spouse attended the Bassmasters Classic in Orlando last month

· B.A.S.S. will be providing the MNBF $1000 for any conservation effort we deem worthwhile

· B.A.S.S. scholarships are available for those pursuing degrees in fishery management

· There is a new National Fish Habitat Initiative underway. Basically, it is a new foundation dedicated to funding improvements in fish habitat.

· There is a new Junior High Student Fishing Curriculum that is available with funding to Physical Education teachers willing to present at their respective schools

Sponsorship Director’s Report – Jay Green (jgreen@mnbf.org)

· Lowrance:  2006 product should be available within the next month

· Battery Wholesale:  rep will deliver battery orders at the April 15th meeting. All orders must be submitted to     

Jay by April 7th. 

· Berkley Big Bass forms must be submitted by the end of March. Berkley has not yet responded on the 

status of next year’s program.

· FigRig rods:

· Jay has order forms

· Rods will be shipped directly to you

· Two Oxygenators are available. Price is $75 each plus tax.

· Stearns Order – contact Jay if interested

· A silent auction will be held at the April 15th meeting for a Minnkota Maxxum 80. Funds will go to youth and conservation.

· Drew Jacobsen of Team Ambassador is offering a 15% discount to MNBF members on any skin or replica mount  

Old Business

· Sports Show Booth (Stephanie Peterson):

· Steph and Tim Lehner had our new sportshow booth setup and on display for all to see. The booth is complete except for a few additional photos and some display items from FigRig rods. Informational handouts on the booth were included in the club packets today.

· Contact Tim Lehner (taxidermytim@earthlink.net) if you would like to help staff the booth at the upcoming Northwest Sports Show (Mar 28 – Apr 2).

· The booth this year will be located on the Main Floor next to the Shimano booth and 20,000-30,000 visitors are expected. There will be a heavy emphasis this year on trying to attract new members. 

· Raffle drawings were held for the remaining two Elite Series Co-Angler Slots:   

· Robert Meyers of Bass Wranglers  is the winner of the Guntersville slot.

· Ed Bogan of Northern Black Bass is the winner of the Champlain slot.

The winners have 10 days to reimburse the MNBF for the $250 deposit otherwise the slots will be forfeited. 

· 2007 State TOC

· Proposed waters:  Leech, Mississippi River Pools 4 and 5, Horseshoe Chain

· Vote on 2007 location will be taken at the April meeting

· We still do not have enough club votes for a quorum on the proposed changes to the TOC dead fish penalty. For those clubs that have not yet submitted their ballots, either bring them to the April 15th meeting or mail them to:

Cal McCracken

4015 W 140th St

Savage, MN  55378

   

New Business

· The Litchfield, MN, Watercade Fishing Tournament organizers are looking for assistance with their local fishing tournament to be held on July 8th, from 8:00-Noon. Any interested local clubs or members contact Steph Peterson for more info.

· Tackle donations for the Junior Fed members can still be brought to the next Fed meeting, April 15th.

· Both the ESPN/BASS and TBF/FLW organizations have previously announced their intention to have a representative organization in every state. It is the strong desire of the MNBF board that these two organizations coexist in MN with as much cooperation as possible in order to provide the best possible opportunity for MN bass anglers. Rick Pelletier of Classic Bass announced his intention to start the new TBF-affiliated organization here in Minnesota. If you are interested, contact Rick at his email:  rickpelletier@msn.com
Clubs in Attendance

Bay La Croix

Bay La Croix Too
Classic 7

East Central

Golden Hook 

Gopher


Lakes Area

Sportsmen

Stellar


Sunrise

Central MN

DH


Granite City

Loon State

Northwestern

Range


Red Lake

Wright County

Bass Seekers

Bass Wranglers

Hawg Hookers

New Ulm

Prior Lake H.

River Rats

Team Ambassador
Upper Iowa

Zumbro Valley

Bass Rangers

Classic Bass

Happy Hookers

Metro Area

Metro Hawg

Minnetonka Classic
Mound


Northern Black Bass
Tonka Bass

Viking

West Central

West Metro



The meeting was adjourned at 2:57 P.M.

The next meeting will be held April 15th at the Medina Ballroom. 

Respectfully submitted:

Cal McCracken, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
