Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





October 18th, 2003

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 am to 11:30 am  

Roll Call 

· 26 of the 45 clubs were in attendance

Secretary’s Report – Dan Saul (952) 440-4366

· April meeting minutes were distributed via the email system and a copy is on the Federation website

· The 2003 membership was 591 members, up 11 members from 2002

· There are 2 possible new clubs requesting charter information

· 2004 Roster, e-mail sign-up, tournament schedule and club information forms were distributed to the clubs in their folders. All forms are available on the Federation website or by e-mailing Dan at dsaul@mnbf.org

Treasurers Report – Jerry Schneider (651) 490-0997

· There is money in accounts as follows:

General Fund

$22,690

Youth Fund

$10,529

Divisional Fund

$ 5,422

Conservation Fund
$ 3,522

· Jerry distributed a preliminary budget for 2004 and indicated there are a few budget items that will need to be changed. The tournament trailer will require more repairs than originally anticipated so the budget will be increased from $750 to $3,500. The Casting Kids scholarship will be reduced to $500 per winner and the money redistributed to our Jr. BASS program. The Junior BASS Tournaments will require a budget of $4,000. Jerry anticipates a budget deficit of $6,000 for 2004.

President’s Report – Jay Green (952) 929-9359

· The Northern Divisional Team placed 6th in Ontario. Ken Milender will be advancing to the Nationals at a location yet to be announced.

· Minnesota will be host to the 2006 Divisional Tournament. A site must be picked by next summer.
· Winners from the TOC will be going on to Yankton, South Dakota next year. A contract agreement will be used with the team members which outlines responsibilities, product they will receive, timing, etc. 
· To improve communication between the Federation and general membership, Jay would like to see a written periodical of some sort to members.  The board is seeking volunteers with experience in newsletter publishing.
· BASS/ESPN decided that rather than deal with 50 Federation presidents, they would have 5 reps, one from each division. These reps are referred to as the United Bass Federation. In general there has been turnover and turmoil at BASS this year. There have been issues with topics such as Classic qualifying spots, sponsor mandates, the way tournaments are run and the questions of “ownership” of the State Federations. Jay will try to keep the membership abreast of factual information regarding BASS/ESPN and reduce the rumors that can be counterproductive.
· To further their cause, PETA has been using the characters and the line “Fish are Friends, not Food” from the Disney movie, Finding Nemo. Disney has announced publicly that it has not give PETA permission to use their products.
· Jay updated his address. 3032 Oregon Ave. South, St. Louis Park, 55426
Tournament Director’s Report – Wayne Lindgren (763-788-6716)

· Wayne announced that he had received only ½ of the trophy order from Ranger. As of this date, he had received trophies for 4 regional qualifiers, winning teams, alternates, 2 big bass. 20 plaques had not arrived.
· Wayne made a public apology to the Bassin’ Couples and the Bay La Croix clubs for their members not being able to fish in the TOC. Wayne accepted full responsibility for not receiving their entries.

· The 2004 TOC will be held on the Whitefish Chain. Moonlight Bay will be the tournament headquarters and weigh-in site. A location for the pre-tournament meetings has yet to be arranged.

· Wayne submitted his resignation as Tournament Director.

Regional Director’s Reports

· Paul Becka headed the East Region meeting. Discussed were State Tournament problems, Subsidy of Al Valencour’s trip this summer to the Classic and establishment of a mentorship program for possible board members.

· Al Valencour explained the circumstances surrounding his decision to ask the board to send him to the Classic. Al wanted it to be clear he is not attempting to set a precedent and is aware of the past vote to not send the V.P with the President to meetings out of state. 

· Mark Gomez reported for the West Region. They discussed fund raising, open board positions and the current by-law change proposal on the table.

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· Vern is our representative to the Minnesota Outdoor Heritage Alliance (MOHA). They recently held a legislative summit to discuss issues that impact organizations such as BASS such as the ban on lead sinkers. 5 states currently have legislation about lead. It appears that eventually, most tackle companies will switch to lead alternatives. 

· At the TOC a salt dip was used on the fish. The dip forces the fish to replenish their protective slim coat.

· Vern recognized Wayne Lindgren and the alternates for all their hard work handling fish at the TOC.

· The DNR is seeking input from the Federation to set standards for off site weigh-ins.

· Vern is looking to boat manufacturers for support of exemption from a no cull rule if a boat is equipped with an approved aeration system.

· Vern was contacted this summer by an organization that needed fishing gear to take young teen mothers fishing. The group originally contacted the DNR but was referred to the Federation because the DNR considered us the most organized fishing group around.  Todd and Vern bought 5 spin cast outfits and donated them to the group.

· Ron Shara’s “Castaways for Kids” program did not do a rod collection in 2003 but is expected to do one in 2004. Your help will be needed.

· MOHA is negotiating with the Minnesota Twins to hold an outdoor expo this spring. We are hoping to integrate our Casting Kids State Finals in the expo.

· Vern is also revisiting a spring catch and release program to coincide with the walleye opener

· BASS/ESPN is developing a “Superfund” for environmental projects. It will be a grant process but it will take some time to bring up the dollars in the fund.

· Vern is looking for a partner to help him and learn the position of environmental Director.

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· 2003 Junior Invitational was held on Forest Lake, June 20th with 42 kids from 6 states attending. The alternate tournament was on Big Marine. Todd thanked all the volunteers and made special note of thanks to Vern Wagner, Al Valencour and Ken Milender.

· 2003 State Junior Tournament was held on Lake Washington, July 29th. The tournament received good press by being featured on R.J. Fritz’s “Out and About” TV show and also covered by a local Mankato station. Special thanks to Dave Vogel, Lee Erickson and Mark Gomez.

· 2004 Divisionals will be held on Lake St. Clair next June.

· Todd is still looking for a 2004 State Casting Kids Tournament host club

· 2005 Nationals will be held on Lake Minnetonka

· Todd needs a club to run the 2004 State Casting Kids event. Also a reminder that it is the responsibility of individual clubs to contact their qualifiers about when and where the State Casting Kids will be held.

· See Todd if you are interested in starting a Junior Bass Club

· Todd is seeking an assistant to help him and learn the position of Youth Director

Old Business

· The proposal from last year that would have required a kids and environmental event conducted by every club to qualify for the TOC did not receive the needed votes to pass. 

New Business

· Nominations were taken for positions as follows:

North Region Director

Gordy Covyeow, JT Colosimo

South Region Director

John Stears

Treasurer



Jim Battin

Conservation Director

Vern Wagner

Tournament Director

Dale Richardson

1st Vice President

Pat Corrigan

President



Jay Green

Voting will take place at the December meeting.

· Paul Becka from Sportsmen BassMasters gave an overview about the Creel Census club members are conducting as a group to assist the DNR in collecting data about different lakes.

· A proposal has been presented to the membership (and was included with ballot forms in the club folders) to change the current procedure to amend by-laws and standing rules. The current procedure makes it very difficult to obtain enough votes to pass proposed changes, as was the case with the youth and conservation change mentioned above in “old business”. It is extremely important that every member vote on this issue and the results be brought to the December meeting.

· Jay Green said that the average Federation dues are $16 per person while the Minnesota dues are $50 per person. He explained that Minnesota’s only source of income is from dues while other Federations conduct fund-raising programs. To address the anticipated budget deficit mentioned in the Treasurer’s report, the Federation needs to find another avenue of income other than simply raising dues. A committee has been formed (Dale Richardson, Mark Gomez, Vern Wagner and the 1st Vice President) to investigate fund raising possibilities. The committee has a goal set to report on their findings at the December meeting.

· The next meeting will be on December 6th at the Medina Ballroom however due to so many Christmas events scheduled at Medina, it is necessary to move the meetings forward 2 hours. Regional meetings will begin at     9:00 am and the general meeting will begin at 10:00 am. An alternate meeting site is being investigated and if one can be found, the membership will be notified by e-mail immediately.

· A technical difficulty in the nomination of Gordy Covyeow was discovered and corrected. Al Valencour called for a new nomination for Gordy, which was received.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by:

Dan Saul, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
