Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





October 16th, 2004

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:00 p.m.

· 23 of 51 clubs were in attendance. There was not a quorum.

Opening Remarks

· Jay Green presented Chuck Steinbauer with his plaque for being the top member of the Minnesota team at the Northern Divisional in South Dakota. Chuck will be representing the Minnesota Federation at the Nationals net year.

Secretary’s Report – Dan Saul (952) 440-4366

· There is a change on the sign-in sheet. Club reps need to print their name in addition to signing the sheet. This will help accurately track club attendance. Names of clubs in attendance will be listed at the end of the minutes.

· The April 2004 meeting minutes are posted on the Federation website.

· The 2004 meeting schedule is as follows:

December 4th
(early meetings at 9 a.m. and 10 a.m.)

January 15th
March 5th
April 16th
All meetings are scheduled at the Medina Ballroom

· The 2004 membership ended with 671 members at the May 1st deadline. After the deadline, another 11 members were added bringing the year total to 682 members.

· Membership forms were distributed in the club packets. Additional forms are available on the Federation website. Each club needs to register a minimum of 6 members by the December 4th meeting. The registration form and a check for $50 per person can be mailed to Dan or brought to the December meeting. Additional members can be added later but a minimum of 6 members is needed to make them an officially registered club and give them voting rights in any Federation business.

· An e-mail sign up form was also included in the club packets. These also can be mailed in or brought to the next meeting.

Nominations for Officers

East Region


Paul Becka

West Region


Stephanie Petersen

Tournament Director
Dale Richardson

Youth Director

Todd Saterbak

Secretary


Cal McCracken

Nominations will remain open until the next meeting.

Jay thanked Mark Gomez for his hard work in coordinating the Federation booth at both the Sports Show and the Bass & Walleye Expo. Jay will be looking to the membership for a volunteer to take over this important task.

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· The current bank account status is $47,899.

· The breakdown of accounts is $40,037 in the general fund, $4,500 in the Divisional Fund and $3,361 in the trailer fund.

· 2004 is expected to end under budget. This is due to sponsors paying more for certain costs.

· The proposed 2005 budget was included in the club packets.

· Income is budgeted at $42,200. Expenses are budgeted at $40,251.

· Elimination of the Youth Divisionals has help to reduce 2005 expenses.

· Due to increased travel costs and reduced subsidies by host organizations, an account has been created to pay a per diem to board members traveling on Federation business.

President’s Report – Jay Green (952) 929-9359

· ESPN is introducing a weekend tournament series.  While there are no tournaments scheduled in our area, BASS will be looking to bring these tournaments further north in 2006.
· CITGO will be a B.A.S.S. sponsor into the year 2009.
· Toyota is the new official B.A.S.S. truck sponsor.
· ESPN will be coming out with “Bass Center” in January.
· The Minnesota Federation was awarded spots in 3 different tournaments on the CITGO Tour. The tournaments are on Lake Tohopekaliga (Toho), Lake Guntersville and Table Rock. As in the past, the spots will be raffled off. A sign up sheet for the raffle was included in the club packets. Additional forms are available on the Federation website. Each Federation member receives one free entry. Additional entries may be purchased for $5 each. The drawing for the Toho tournament will be at the December meeting. The other 2 slots will be drawn at the January meeting. The Federation has a deposit of $100 holding a spot in each tournament. Winners of the slots must pay their own entry fee and reimburse the Federation for the deposit.
· There is a new Berkley Big Bass form on the website. Some of last year’s forms were misplaced. Jay asks, if you did not receive your product from last year, fill out a new form and mail it to him at the address on the bottom of the form. A change to the program is that the tournament must be a B.A.S.S. club or Federation sponsored event.
· Flowmaster is reviewing their sponsorship program to measure its success. If you purchased a system in the past year, please notify Jay so he can pass the word on to Flowmaster. There is a coupon available on the website.
· A special program is offered from Anglers Choice. They offer a 15% discount and free shipping to Federation members. Log on to www.usacproshop.net and enter your name as the user name. The password will be 417 and your name (e.g. user name: dan, password: 417dan).
· Paul Becka is working out a sponsorship contract with a battery supplier who will provide Trojan batteries, among others.
· The board is reviewing boat programs from both Skeeter and Ranger. They will be deciding which program is most beneficial to Federation members.
· Lowrance is still a sponsor and order forms are available on the website.
· The board is putting together a State Team Contract. The contract is to provide formality and commitment for the team to appear at youth and/or sports functions.
Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· Dale reported a very successful TOC on the Whitefish Chain. He thanked Jim Battin, the Brainerd area clubs, the alternates and the “team of ladies’ that shows up every year and pitches in to help.

· The 2005 TOC will be on Le Homme Dieu. The sponsor club is the Sportsmen. A new club expected to be formed in the Alexandria area will be helping out also.

· The alternate tournament is tentatively set for Lake Ida.

· Dale and the committee have met with the Chamber of Commerce and the owner of Bugaboo Bay. They are very excited to host the Federation.

· The 2005 tournament schedule form was included in the club folders. Dale cannot accept the forms until after December 1st so have them ready at the December meeting. Approval of the schedules are handled on a first come, first serve basis.

· One change to the tournament schedule form requires the lake I.D. # from the DNR. This will identify lakes clearly when a common lake name such as “Long Lake” is submitted. Remember to check the by-laws for minimum lake sizes for tournaments.

· Bring proposals from your clubs for the 2006 TOC.

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· Vern was not in attendance but Jay explained that Vern will continue to work towards an early catch and release season before the regular Bass opener date.

· Vern and Jay are working to develop a weighmaster training program to improve weigh-ins and fish handling techniques.  BASS and the MnDNR are aware of our objectives and both are supportive.

· Jay also discussed a meeting being set up with some of the money tournament directors.  Joel Stokka (Excel Bass) initiated the meeting to try and get some of the scheduling conflicts dealt with early.  Jay suggested they also discuss some of the issues we’ve encountered with angler behavior and how we can police ourselves before someone tries to do it for us.

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· Todd is looking for clubs to assist in the Casting Kids held before a Twins game the Metrodome in conjunction with MOHA. This year’s event was featured in a recent edition of Bassin’ Times.

· There are 4 clubs that still need to turn in Casting Kids competition forms to him. The clubs are Prior Lake Hooksetters, Twin Ports, New Ulm and River Rats.

· Larry Roland from Bassin’ Couples is looking for help with the Castaway for Kids program. Volunteers are needed to refurbish rods and reels that will be given away to kids.

Old Business

· Paul Becka is working on a by-laws “clean-up”. The purpose is not to change the substance of the by-laws, but rather to clarify existing laws.

New Business
· The board is attempting to arrange a workshop at the January meeting.

· Jay had been asked about the possibility of changing the TOC dates. Jay asked all in attendance if there was any interest in the room for changing the dates. There was none.

· Under consideration by the board, is a change to the tournament rules that would allow the use of underwater cameras during prefish.

· Dale is working on a change in the TOC format that would award unused spots to alternates allowing more opportunities to participate in the TOC. Dale needs to find a way to do this that will not reduce the number of helpers required to run the tournament.

· The next meeting will be on December 4th at the Medina Ballroom. Regional meetings will be at 9 a.m. and the general meeting will begin at 10 a.m.

Clubs in Attendance

Dakota County

New Ulm

Prior Lake Hooksetters

Team Ambassador

Upper Iowa

Bass Rangers

Classic Bass


Metro Area

Reel BassMasters

Tonka Bass


Viking


West Metro

Bassin’ Couples

Golden Hook

Gopher

Lakes Area


Sportsmen

Stellar


Baxter



Central MN

Granite City

Loon State


Wright County

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by:

Dan Saul, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
