Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





October 15, 2005

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:00 p.m.

· 24 of 44 clubs were in attendance.

Opening Remarks – Jay Green

Welcome to the new year. Many things are happening including club registrations and Federation officer nominations/elections.

Secretary’s Report – Cal McCracken (952) 890-3071

· For the 2005 season we had a final total of 571 members and 44 clubs.

· There is an important change this year regarding payment of National Federation dues. In past years, each club has been responsible for sending the National dues ($15/person) directly to National. These dues must now be sent to the MN BASS Federation along with your club rosters and State dues ($50/person). The amounts should be combined (i.e., if you’re sending a check for one person, it should total $65, for two people, $130, etc.) We will send the National dues and rosters to BASS on your behalf. 

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· General Fund balance:     $52,641.00

Equipment fund: 

$600.00

Trailer fund: 

        
$828.00

Divisional fund: 
        $5,000.00

Total Cash:  

      $59,069.00

· Because of next year’s schedule changes for National and Classic (earlier), State Casting Kids had to be held earlier this year resulting in an unplanned fund allocation during 2005.  

· The 2006 budget proposal was distributed. This budget will be finalized at the December meeting.

President’s Report – Jay Green (952) 929-9359

· The board is evaluating potential uses for the money received from the sale of the  SX190 Skeeter this last Spring (approx $17K after expenses). Some of this money went towards the purchase of the new Federation trailer. A potential use is the securing of our own insurance policy to enable us to respond to specific counties in MN that are now requiring “additional insured’s”. 

· Federation Nationals will be held the 2nd week of January on the Harris Chain in Florida. Jim Severson will be representing MN.

· BASS recently announced the 2006 North and South Tours. These events basically replace the Opens.  The top 5 anglers from each tour will qualify for the Elite Series.  There will also be a wild card qualifier for anglers who place 5th through 25th.

· Discussions are being held with BASS in attempt to move future Nationals to the end of the year (December?) rather than in January. This would allow more time for those that go on to the Classic. 

· Be sure to check out the TBF (“The BASS Federation”) web site (www.bassfederation.com). This is the umbrella organization for all of the federations. There are products for sale (TBF Store) by numerous Fed sponsors with discounts to Federation members and partial sales proceeds that benefit the Federation. 

· BASS is promoting their new BASS Insider package. See www.bassmaster.com. A 30 Day Free Trial is currently being offered.

· The Bassmaster Weekend Series is coming to MN. Tournament applications have been submitted for lakes, Le Homme Dieu, Pokegama, Whitefish Chain, and Minnetonka. Plans are for 100 boat fields.

· Thanks to Steve Hauge of All Terrain Tackle (http://www.allterraintackle.com)  for providing product to the Northern Divisional anglers. 

· Reminder to send in your Berkley Big Bass forms. This form is available on our web site. Go to www.mnbf.org, click on MEMBERSHIP, click on DOCUMENTS, click on Berkley Big Bass.

· Lowrance product is still available with the Federation and Divisional Team discounts.

· Minnkota will continue as a sponsor in 2006. They are providing 3 trolling motors along with the discount to Divisional Team members.

· FigRig rods continues as a sponsor. Order forms are available at the Fed meetings. Thanks to Kevin for his donation of 9 rods to this years State TOC.

· Purchase of tackle from Tournament Force Tackle Systems benefits our state Federation in the form of tackle provided to us. Check them out at www.TFBass.com.

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· At the Junior World Championships, held in Pittsburgh during the Classic in August, Derek Jacobson placed 7th. Dave Saterbak placed 3rd at the National Casting Kids winning a $1500 scholarship and was the first to compete in both the Junior World Championship and the National Casting Kids. 

· 41 kids from 7 clubs competed in this years State Junior tournament held on Prior Lake. Many thanks to Dale Richardson, Vern Wagner, and John Stears for their help. This was the first use of the “In-Water” weigh-in system and it was a huge success. Adam Jorgensen (11-14 age group) and Don Brenhoffer (15-18 age group) were the winners and will advance to the next Junior World Championship in February.

· The Junior State Casting Kids Championship will be held today at the Maple Grove Gander Mountain.

· Anyone that has any interest in starting a junior club should contact Todd. He has all the information.

Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· 2005 State TOC Recap:

· Congrats to Gregg Fouty of Classic 7 on his win at the 2005 State TOC on Le Homme Dieu.

· Because of the TOC rules change, Dale was able to send 10 of 19 anglers from the Alternates tournament on to the TOC. Be sure to encourage future potential TOC alternates as their chances for advancing to the TOC are much improved! 

· A special thanks to Steve Soukup of Skeeter for his great job as emcee.

· There were some complaints about the amount of time spent waiting at the docks to weigh-in fish. Remember that was by design and intended to minimize the amount of time spent by the fish in bags and avoid backups at the weigh-in tanks.

· The Shimano “In-Water” weigh-in system was utilized and was a huge success. This system weighs the fish in water and is much faster and results in much less stress on the fish.

· The raffle proceeds ($2200) were donated to the local Alexandria Food Shelf.

· 2006 Club Tournaments:

· According to the by-laws, club tournament schedules for the new year cannot be processed until Dec 1st. If they are sent in earlier, Dale will hold and begin processing them on that date. 

· A reminder that club tournaments with 30 or less participants do not require a DNR permit but DO require a Sheriff’s permit. 

· Stearns County is now requiring in addition to proof-of-insurance, that the Sheriff’s office be named as “Additional Insured’s” before they will permit a tournament. Under our current insurance policy with BASS, this results in an additional charge of $525 (for the additional insured’s). See first bullet point under President’s Report.

· 2006 State TOC

· Will be held on Gull Lake and headquartered at Ernie’s Restaurant on Squaw Point.

· It will be sponsored by local Brainerd clubs

· Dale has submitted the tournament application to the DNR

· 2006 Northern Divisional

· MN is sponsoring

· Will be held the week after the TOC on Le Homme Dieu

· Permit has been applied for

· Dale is in need of assistance with this event

· The Tournament Trailer is working well and the good news is that it can be safely towed by any vehicle that can tow a bass boat (hint, hint). It is much lighter than the previous trailer and has surge brakes. 

· The MN Sportfishing Coalition is an organization of Tournament Directors started last year. It’s purpose is to get MN TDs working together as a group for mutual benefit and to present a unified voice to the MN DNR. A key objective is to avoid tournament schedule conflicts as much as possible.   

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· Despite our support for the continuance of Special Regs on Green Lake (Spicer, MN), the DNR has decreed that the lake will return to the general statewide regulations.

· DNR annual Roundtable is coming up in January: 

· A major topic at last years roundtable was the review of tournament regulations. During the ensuing public comment period, 26 responses were received and only 3 appear to have come from bass fishermen.

· Vern is planning to advance the issue of an early catch and release bass season at this years roundtable. The season would open at the same time as the walleye season and would allow permitted tournaments.

· Law problems and issues raised due to the catching and handling of the recent new state record largemouth. The board will be preparing a press statement to voice our views (eg., transporting the fish, potential new record from a catch and release lake)

Old Business

· Associate Member Program (Steph Peterson):

· Fact sheets and registration forms were distributed to each club in attendance. Take these back to your clubs and encourage members to signup friends, hunting buddies, money tournament participants, etc.

· Remember that this is a way for those interested to support the federation without tournament and club participation.

· Sports Show (Tim Lehner):

· Tim and Steph are revamping our booth display. They are proposing that we purchase the current booth display which is currently on loan from Barry Howell.

New Business

· Officer Nominations:

· President:


Paul Becka

· Vice President:

Mark Gomez,  Pat Hagen,  Rich Lindgren

· Treasurer:


Jim Battin

· Conservation Director:
Vern Wagner

· N. Region Director:

Joe Barnett


· S. Region Director:

***Open***

Nominations are open until the start of the next meeting (Dec 3). 

Officer voting is one vote per club.

Clubs in Attendance

New Ulm


River Rats

Team Ambassador

Zumbro Valley

Bass Rangers


Classic Bass

Metro Area

Tonka Bass


Viking


West Central


West Metro

Bay La Croix


Classic 7

East Central

Golden Hook


Gopher

Lakes Area

Sportsmen


Stellar


Sunrise

Baxter 



Brainerd Lakes
Northwestern


Red Lake

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 P.M.

The next meeting will be December 3rd at the Medina Ballroom. 

Respectfully submitted:

Cal McCracken, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
