Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





January 18, 2003

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 9:00 am to 9:30 am.  

General Meeting 

· 1st Vice President Al Valencour called the meeting to order at 9:30 am.

Roll Call 

· 45 of the 47 clubs were in attendance. 

Opening Remarks – Jay Green (612-339-5609)
· Jay handed out club certificates for 2 new clubs, Tri -State BassMasters and Wright County BassMasters.

· Jay asked for nominations from the floor for the position of Secretary. A nomination was made for Dan Saul. There was a second and Jay made the appointment.
Secretary’s Report – Dan Saul (952) 440-4366

· Dale Richardson gave his last Secretaries report. In his report, Dale:

· Introduced members of a new club in St. Cloud, Granite City BassMasters

· December minutes were distributed via the email system and a copy is on the Federation website.

· It appears that 10,000 Lakes club has disbanded but with the new Granite City club, the number of clubs should remain the same.

· Dale handed out names of people that e-mailed the Federation looking for a club.

· Dale will keep his e-mail up for a while until Dan’s e-mail has been set up.

Treasurers Report – Jerry Schneider (651) 490-0997

· Our current financial situation is:

General

$28,065


Youth

 
$11,478



Divisional 

$  5,422



Conservation
           $  4,005


Total


$48,970



President’s Report – Jay Green (612) 339-5609

· Regional Reps are meeting with ESPN to talk about new tournament formats and sponsors.

· Triton Boats has announced the Triton Gold Program. Registered Triton owners that are winners of designated tournaments will receive additional cash. For example, winning the State Tournament would net you $1,000.

· Lowrance has come up with a program that offers discounts to B.A.S.S. members. It is however, very labor intensive for Jay and he is going to review the program.

1st Vice President’s Report  – Al Valencour (715-455-1627)

· Al is still looking into an associate membership program. B.A.S.S. will allow he programs to be implemented at the club level. Thought needs to be given to what the dues schedule would be.

 

Tournament Director’s Report – Wayne Lindgren (763-788-6716)

· 2003 State Tournament update

· The tournament will be held on the Mississippi River, pools 5A, 6, and 7.

· The alternate tournament will be on pool 8.

· This will be a no cull tournament with a 4 fish limit, 14” minimum.

· There was discussion about the pro’s and con’s of access to state waters by clubs before the State Tournament.

· There is no by-law that prohibits access to the waters. It is a self-imposed restriction.

· Wayne took an informal vote of clubs about who would fish state waters and the use of paper tournaments on state waters.

· The resolution to make state waters off limits before the State Tournament will remain in effect for this year.

· There are no proposals for the 2004 State Tournament. All proposals must be in at the next meeting.

Regional Director’s Reports

· Mark Gomez of the West region had these comments:

· Mark acknowledged donations to today’s raffle and challenged clubs to find other ways to fund youth events in the future.

· We have been given a free booth at the Walleye / Bass Expo at Canterbury Downs. Volunteers are needed to staff the booth in shifts on Jan 31st, February 1st, February 2nd.

· Volunteers will also be needed for the Sportsman Show in March.

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· On the issue of “no cull” laws:

· Vern has been very active writing letters and e-mails to fishing groups everywhere in opposition of a new fishing law that would put into effect a “no cull” rule for all species. At the latest fishing round table, he was notified that the issue has been taken off the table (it does still apply to Mille Lacs Lake). Vern warned that we should not be complacent with this turnabout. The issue could resurface in the future.

· Kudos to Vern for his hard work on this issue.

· On the issue of eliminating lead weights:

· Lead will kill a loon in about 2 weeks.

· 10X as many loons are killed by watercraft.

· An even larger amount are killed by disease.

· The loon population is about 12,000. 7 loons were found that were killed by lead. The mortality rate due to lead could be as high as 17%.

· Vern is presently on a committee to look into the elimination of lead weights.

· Vern discussed and passed around samples of alternative metals such as bizmuth.

· We encourage everyone to voluntarily find alternative solutions for weights (tungsten, steel, brass, etc) and get rid of their lead sinkers.

· We are opposed to a mandatory ban at this time and feel further research into alternative metals is still needed.

· Vern will be attending a Legislative Banquet sponsored by MOHA on Wednesday January 22nd.

· Vern invited everyone to join in the discussion board on the Federation website.

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· Todd is looking for paperwork for Casting Kids qualifiers from Bass Wranglers and Hiawatha Valley.

· 2003 Junior Invitational.

· This year’s program will be held at Forest Lake on June 20th. 

· Volunteers are needed to provide boats/drivers for the event. If you are interested in helping, see Todd. There will be a pre-tournament meeting on June 19th at Tim’s Lobster Shack at 5:00 p.m.

· Junior National Championships

· This year’s event will be held on Smithville Lake, just outside of Kansas City. 

· Tournament committee volunteers are needed. 

Old Business
· Jay gave a financial overview of the Federation’s budget and expenditures. With the use of overhead graphics and figures from the past ten years, it was noted that:

· We have overspent our budget in each of the past 2 years. 

· There is money accruing in the youth, environmental and divisional accounts that has been carried over each year. This “carryover” money overshadows the deficit spending.

· The unused money can be used to fund the youth events coming up but we need to find ways to replenish those accounts because it will be needed in the future.

· There are upcoming costs for events such as the Junior Nationals and Midwest Invitational that can only be estimated at this time.

· Votes were turned in and counted on a proposed by-laws change moving the membership cutoff date from April 1st to May 1st. The votes were unanimously “yes” but because of the large number of Federation Membership rosters turned in today, they could not be counted in time for the vote so it was not possible to confirm an acceptance of the by-laws change by the required 2/3 of the membership. The Secretary will total all the new members as soon as possible and notify the President of the new total as of this meeting. The results of the voting will be announced shortly thereafter.

New Business

· 3 proposals to change the by-laws were presented by the Dakota County BassMasters. The proposals:

· 1 - Automatically qualify board members holding office to a spot in the State Tournament.

· 2 - Amend the duties of the 1st Vice-President to include accompanying the President to out of state meetings to meet Federation and fishing officials as part of the “grooming” process for President.

· 3 - Reimburse officers for travel and living expenses if they must leave town on Federation business.

· To pass, the proposal must be approved by 2/3 of the membership vote. 

· The ballots must include each member’s name and signature. Ballot forms are attached to this document for your use. PLEASE PRINT IT AND TAKE IT TO YOUR CLUB MEETING FOR THE VOTING. Bring the completed ballot to the March meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM.

The next Federation meeting will be held on March 1st at the Medina Ballroom. Regional meetings begin at 11:00 a.m. and the regular meeting will begin at 12:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by:

Dan Saul, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
