Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





March 6th, 2004

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:00 p.m.

· 36 of 49 clubs were in attendance.

Opening Remarks

· Pat Hagen from Classic 7, introduced Dan Pintozzi from Checker Auto (CSK) who thanked the Federation members for their generous donation to the Boys and Girls Clubs of America and presented Jay Green with a Certificate of Appreciation for the Federation.

Secretary’s Report – Dan Saul (952) 440-4366

· In Dan’s absence, Pat Corrigan reported that the membership is currently at 493 members 

· The current percentage of members from each club that may attend the TOC is 45% however that number will decrease as more members are registered though the new deadline of May 1st.

· There are two clubs (Range and Twin Ports) that have yet to turn in rosters.

· One new club has applied for a charter. They are the Blue Ribbon BassMasters. That brings the total number of clubs to 49

· There are 269 members signed up on the Federation e-mail list.

· Every club needs to attend 3 of the 5 regular meetings to qualify for the TOC. There are a few clubs that will need to attend both the March and April meetings to meet that requirement.

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· Jim reported current assets at $60,736

· Income year to date is +/- $24,000

· Year to date expenses were +/- $4,700

· Jim has $42,000 carried over from previous years and the board is interested in investing some of the money in CD’s to earn interest.

President’s Report – Jay Green (952) 929-9359

· Jay updated us with his new mailing address. It is:

1208 Loma Linda Ave., Mound, 55364

952-929-9359

· Sponsors again this year will be, Plano, Flowmaster and Zebco Quantum.
· Todd Saterbak has been talking with Cenex about sponsorship at the local level.
· Gander Mountain has expressed interest in sponsorship not only at the local level but also at the National level.
· All Terrain Tackle will be sponsoring youth programs.
· The board is working to integrate the new BASS logo with the existing Federation logo in time for the state TOC.
· Jay has seen a draft of the 5-year plan for the Federation. Membership growth is a primary goal.
· Nationals will be in April and Jay may not be able to attend. He is working with Pat Corrigan to attend as his alternate in the event he cannot attend.
Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· The 2004 TOC Alternate Tournament site is the Mississippi River north of the Potlatch dam.
· Dale and Jim Battin will be meeting with the Brainerd area clubs to discuss TOC details.

· Most of the tournament schedules have been turned in with very few conflicts. Dale reminded us that the rule for tournaments is one club, on one body of water, per weekend. However if the body of water is large enough to host a TOC in the past, that rule can be waived. If you are having mystery tournaments, Dale asks that you review the schedule of tournament events he handed out and make sure you do not conflict with the tournament of another club.

· Dale read the state statue relating to tournaments. He reminded us again to be aware of any statutes relating to the body of water where you are holding a club tournament. There may be more than one jurisdiction to contact on a given body of water.

· There were 2 proposals presented for the 2005 TOC. One for Gull Lake and another for Le Homme Dieu. No other lakes have been nominated so at the next meeting, we will be voting on which lake will be the tournament site. There will be one vote per club.

· Because the Divisionals will be held in Minnesota in 2006, the selection of the 2005 TOC lake is important so the two can be “tied” together and possibly give our Divisional team a leg up in the tournament.

Regional Director’s Reports

Reports came from:

North Region – Gordy Coveyeow

· Mark Gomez was at the Sports Show and Gordy conducted the meeting for both the North and the West Regions. Discussion was around items to be covered at the general meeting. Gordy reminded everyone that we need to pay close attention to the permitting process when required.
East Region – Paul Becka

· The East region is holding a cleanup day on March 21st at Bald Eagle and White Bear Lake.

· There are 5 clubs in the East region that are accepting new members (Classic 7, Gopher, Lakes Area, Bay La Croix and Golden Hook).

· A tackle sale will be held at 4210 Quincy in Columbia Heights on 4/18.

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· Vern attended a press conference with M.O.H.A. also attended by, Irwin Jacobs, Bud Grant and Babe Winkleman regarding the “3/16” legislation which looks like it will pass this year. 3/16 of 1% is the amount contributed by fisherman and hunters to the state sales tax over and above our regular purchases. The amount comes to about $120 million from the purchase of fishing tackle, shotgun shells, etc. The legislation would dedicate that money to the enhancement of our sports. Attempts to pass this legislation have been going on for 6 years.

· Vern attended the M.O.H.A. Legislative Dinner with 4 other members of the Federation. He considers it one of the best well-attended and well-represented banquets he has seen. On behalf of the Federation, Vern’s group presented M.O.H.A. with a contribution of $1,000 making a supportive statement in the presence of all the legislators in attendance.

· Vern attended the annual tournament review committee with the DNR. Permitted tournaments have increased from 250 to over 500. The DNR has noticed that citizen complaints have dropped to almost zero.

· On Lake Vermillion, tournaments are becoming more prevalent and there is a movement to get special restrictions on the lake. Northern area clubs should keep monitor this action and be prepared to get involved in this situation.

· Vern met officials regarding a housing development in Shingabee Bay on Leech Lake which would ultimately destroy the aquatic environment in that area. Developers are finding way of purchasing areas of lakeshore and building on them in a very high density.

· North Dakota hunting restrictions are leading to a bill in Minnesota that would restrict fishing to non-residents that come from a state that restricts hunting to non-residents. Vern agrees that the North Dakota restriction needs to be changed but is not in favor of using fishing as a tool in this hunting controversy. Vern is willing to listen to viewpoints about this issue from Fed members, which could help him represent us with legislators.

· Zebra Mussels were found in a new lake. Vern would like to see every club make a special effort to make sure all rigs have been inspected after a tournament.

· DNR asked Vern to write off-site procedures for off-site weigh-ins. Vern put together a hand out that gives tips on how to handle these types of weigh-ins.

· Vern has received a call about a tournament called Bassman. He has invited the tournament director to attend our next meeting to discuss operating tournaments within the law.

· We are signed up again with Ron Schara for the Castaways for Kids program. Larry Roland of Bassin’ Couples has agreed to coordinate the program. Fed members are needed to work on these rods and reels.

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· Todd reminded everyone that the State Casting Kids will be held on March 13th at Gander Mountain in Lakeville. Official practice starts at 12:00 p.m. and the tournament at 1:00 p.m. The Federation board will run the State event. Viking and River Rats will host a morning session before the State event.

· Arrangements for the Divisional Championship are complete. It will be held on Lake St. Claire.

· The first Junior Bass National Championship will be held in conjunction with the BassMasters Classic in North Carolina. July 25th will be a pro-am pre-fish and July 26th will be the tournament with a pro.

· Todd desperately needs clubs to start a Junior Programs. He is contacted a lot to find clubs for juniors to join.

· M.O.H.A. would like to see a Casting Kids program held at the Metrodome in conjunction with the May 2nd Twins game as a celebration of the outdoors. Todd needs clubs to work this program and cannot commit to them until the volunteering club(s) are in place.

· The 2004 State Junior Tournament will be on August 13th on Turtle/Movil Lakes near Bemidji.

Old Business

· Dale Richardson reported on the DNR creel survey being run by Sportsmen BassMasters. The site is up and running and a link should be on the Federation website by now or go to www.mglures.com/basssurvey/login.cfm
· Paul Becka reported on what started as warning to Pat Corrigan on White Bear Lake that he was violating a little known lake ordinance that says your boat cannot be within 300’ of shoreline property. The board was notified and members of the board contacted the lakeshore homeowners association to protest the ordinance. The association finally responded to the board members and agreed that the ordinance needed to be changed. The ordinance is expected to be changed in the next few months and the board will monitor the change.

New Business
· Vern introduced Ted Osland a fellow M.O.H.A. board member who explained how to contact our legislators (voicemail) by phone and ask them to support the 3/16 legislation. 

· The next meeting will be on April 17th at the Medina Ballroom. Meetings will be at the usual time, Regionals at 11:00 a.m. and the general meeting at 12:00 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted by:

Dan Saul, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
