Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Medina Ballroom





October 19, 2002

Regional Meetings

•
Regional meetings were held from 11:00 AM to 12:00 noon.  

General Meeting 

· 1st
 Vice President Al Valencour called the meeting to order at 12:07 PM.

Roll Call 
· 25 of the 44 clubs were in attendance. 

Opening Remarks –Jay Green
· Jay welcomed everyone back after (hopefully) a productive summer of fishing. He provided a recap of the high points for everyone.
· Josh Erickson from the Dakota County club represented the Minnesota Federation in an outstanding manner at the Classic this year. Although he didn’t win, he placed very well in the final standings and won everyone’s heart with his gutsy performance with a cast on his arm.
· The first Junior State Championship was a complete success. Todd Saterbak is to be congratulated on pulling this together in a very short time.
· Congratulations to Mike Shank of Minnetonka Class for his win at State. He will be leading a team of 12 outstanding anglers at Divisional next year in Ontario on Georgian Bay.
· The Divisionals at Peoria were very tough. Bob Hennen from Prior Lake Hooksetters will be going on to Nationals in Tuscaloosa Alabama in May. Good luck Bob.
· Jay passed on a story about the “big headed carp” that were jumping into the boats.
· During the summer, we have seen more of the transition from the old B.A.S.S. leadership to the new ESPN people.
· Earlier this year at Nationals, the State Presidents created a Lifetime Achievement award that will be presented to those who have contributed significantly to the Federation over the years. It is envisioned that this award will be given only on rare occasions. At the Classic, the first recipients of this award were Ray Scott and Helen Siever.
· We have much to look forward to in the coming year.
· The Junior Invitational which will be held this summer on Forest Lake. 7 States have already committed to attending and more are expected to send kids.
· The first Junior National Championship, to be held in Kansas City, Missouri in July.
· The State Tournament will be held on the Mississippi River out of Winona. 
· During this year, we need to face the following challenges:
· Where do we want the Federation to go?
· How are we going to get the clubs to accept new members?
· What will we be doing for Youth and Conservation events/programs?
· As usual, we will be needing to fill several vacancies on the Board of Directors. The following positions will be open:
· Secretary
· Tournament Director
· Youth Director
· East Region Director
· West Region Director
Secretary’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604 

(    April minutes were distributed via the email system and a copy is on the Federation website. A limited number of hard copies are available if you need one.  

(
The remaining 2002/2003 meeting schedule is set for the following dates:

· December 7th – Medina Ballroom
· January18th 
· March 1st
· April 19th
· We have the Medina tentatively scheduled for all the meetings, but may change as the year progresses. 
· The membership has been steadily growing at a rate of 25-50 members per year for the past 5 years. We continue to receive requests from potential new members via the website but are having difficulty finding clubs for them. 
· All clubs are reminded that the 2003 dues are due on December 1st of each year. Forms have been provided in each club’s folder. Again, as a reminder, dues are $50 per member and at least six members are required for the club to remain in good standing.
Treasurers Report – Jerry Schneider (651) 490-0997

( 
Our current financial situation is:


General

    $14,678


Youth

    $11,478


Divisional 

    $  5,422


Conservation
    $  4,005

Total

    $35,583

(
The budget for 2003 is still in the works. A detailed report will be provided at the December meeting after the requirements for the coming year are more clearly know.

· Refunds for overpayment of dues in 2002 are available for the following clubs.
· Upper Iowa
· Brainerd Lakes
· Central Minnesota 
· We will need to find additional sources of money to provide funding for all the new obligations we are facing in the Youth and Conservation areas. If anyone has ideas (no raffles), let someone on the Board know.
President’s Report – Jay Green (612) 339-5609

· BASS/ESPN update.

· Each Division now has an official representative to ESPN/BASS. The requirements are that this person has to have been a State President (but preferably not a current President). Our representative is Chuck Rolfsmeyer, soon to be former President of the Wisconsin Federation.

· The pro circuit has changed and the BASS Northern Opens were mainly being held in the New England States area. 

· The Federation is trying to get BASS to modify its setup and create a tour in each of the 5 areas corresponding to the 5 Federation divisions. This would give anglers in our area an opportunity to fish a little closer to home and provide a feeder into the big trails. 

· If implemented, this may require support from the Federations to help run the tournaments and present an opportunity to make some money for the Federation.

· Nationals have been moved to mid May this year.  ESPN/BASS want to move the National Championship around the country.  In order to come north though, it may cause other scheduling issues with some of the qualifying tournaments.

· The Federation champion, Ken Christ, fished in the Great Outdoor Games this year. This is taken as a signal that the new management is recognizing the Federation anglers more.

· The club Presidents have received a packet from BASS containing materials for the new membership drive.

· For new members to BASS, they can sign up for $10 per year or $20 for 2 years. You can designate $6 ($12 for 2 years) to go to either your club or the State Federation. To receive this deal, the new members must put the money up front – no delayed payments.

· For those who sign up between now and December, double points will be awarded.  The program ends April 30th, 2003.

· Sponsor update.

· Ranger is still our boat sponsor for the State. 

· We will receive $2,000 from them in rebate money for those who purchased boats this year.

· Chevy trucks is on board again.

· Pure Fishing (Berkley) will be providing product again as they have done in the past.

· The Berkley Big Bass program is still in effect.


· Go to the website for the latest form and send to Jay. 

· As a reminder, only Berkley products are eligible for the program. Jay has received many of the forms listing products from other manufacturers.  If you caught the lunker on a Jungle Jig, tough luck.

· Remember, a lucky winner will be drawn from the pot and they, along with the State President, will get a fishing trip with Jay Yelas. Jay (Green) would really like one of our members to win this one.

· Flowmaster is still with us. 

· Jay has one more Flowmaster unit and it will be added to the raffle pot in the future.

· They have been great supporters of the Youth program and provided really cool leather jackets for the kids (and parents) at the Classic.

· Motorguide.

· We have two trolling motors (24 volt, 82 lb thrust) to be used for raffles.

· The proceeds from one (December meeting) will be put in the Youth fund and the other (January meeting) in the Conservation fund.

· Batteries.

· Stowaway has dropped their sponsorship of the Federation.

· A new deal with another sponsor is in the works.

· All Terrain Tackle is a sponsor at the local level.

· Go to them via the link on the website. Tell them you are a Federation member and you will receive a discount. 

· They are the makers/distributors of the Roller Rock jigs.

· Stearns has been a great supporter of our State Federation. They have provided merchandise to us at a super discount over the past few years. 

· We will probably be putting in another order within the next few months.

· January Workshop.

· We are planning to put on a workshop this year just as we have had in the past.

· This year, we plan to do it in the Twin Cities area to try to get more participation.

· We are looking for ideas on topics to be presented. Some suggestions are:

· A briefing on the Large Mouth Bass Virus.

· Presentations from Pros

· Deep water techniques.

· Fishing techniques for our area (as opposed to down south).

· Youth programs/Casting Kids.

· New products.

· George Liddle Jr., Ranger Boats, addressed the group.

· This year, Ranger will be giving us about $2,000 for the members who bought new boats.

· He reminds us that no matter what deals that the member got, we (the Federation) still get $200 for each boat. Last year, some dealerships did not know the details and some members didn’t know this benefit existed. He will make sure all dealers are up-to-date on the latest rules.

· Some deals (pro staff, sports show discounts, free gas, etc.) will disqualify the person from getting the free cover. 

· Ranger Cup update.

· Payouts are based on the Federation membership.

· $3,000 is provided for our State Tournament.

· 6 or 7 of our members received payouts this year with Gregg Lindbloom receiving the top prize of $1,000.

· Members must be “Ranger Cup compliant” and registered in advance to be eligible for the prizes. George had Al Valencour model the proper shirt for us all.

· Ranger still would like to provide the trophies for the State Tournament.

1st Vice President’s Report (Al Valencour (715-455-1627)

· Tournament Committee update.

· The committee was formed last year to explore alternative tournament formats.

· At the end of last year, the committee had come to the conclusion that there was no pressing need to change formats at this time.

· They will continue to work towards forming a plan for future growth requirements.

· The next meeting will be held in conjunction with the December meeting.

· All members of the committee should plan to attend. They are:

· Al Valencour,  Dale Richardson, Mike Perrine, Jim Battin, Paul Becka, Rich Lindgren, Dick Odle, Steve Hurlburt, and Mark Gomez.

· “Associate” membership program.

· The Minnesota Federation is trying to put together an associate program.

· This program is intended for those people that want to join the Federation, but do not necessarily want to fish tournaments.

· Associates would be eligible for all member discounts and benefits except tournament fishing.

· Associates would not count towards State tournament slots.  We would establish a special club, within the bylaws, to which these members would belong.

· This could be ideal for us and can be used in several ways.

· Provide a means of getting new people to the meetings where they can meet with clubs and find homes.

· Provide us with a larger political base to lean on when dealing with the Legislature and the DNR.

· Proposed dues (and benefits) are:

· $10 to BASS (Bassmaster magazine).

· $15 to National Federation (Bass Times and insurance). This may be reduced later as they would not be eligible to progress to Division/Nationals.

· $5 to State Federation (administrative costs).

Tournament Director’s Report – Jim Battin (763-780-9298)

· Jim expressed his thanks to everyone that helped out with the State Tournament at Pokegama, especially the Alternates. He reminded everyone that the tournament could not take place without the Alternates and we need to let them know how much it means to all of us.

· 2002 lessons learned.

· Paperwork from the clubs continues to be a problem. Many clubs submitted contestants that were not up-to-date in all the required areas. As a reminder, everyone must:

· Be a current member of the Minnesota Federation.

· Be a current member of National BASS. 


· Each club gets a roster from National that lists the status of the club members. Check this carefully and make sure that the club’s records agree with National.

· Be a current member of BASS (Bassmaster magazine).

· Everyone needs to check both their Federation card and their BASS membership to be sure that the expiration dates are good.

· New boxes were purchased to replace bags for weigh-in.

· A few minutes of floor discussion was held on alternative methods of getting fish from the boat to the tanks. Most agreed that we could do better than we have in the past. Everyone agreed that the boxes (with improvements) are the way to go.

· Equipment update.

· A new pump was purchased that provides the flow rates needed to keep the tubs full of fresh water.

· New hoses were purchased, but still are not what we need for the long term.

· Tournament Trailer.

· New tires were purchased for the trailer.

· If you borrow the trailer, make sure the tires are properly inflated. The reason that we needed new tires was that one of the tires was low, creating stress on the remaining tire and ruining both.

· Several of the sponsor decals are outdated.

· We will need to spend some time and effort removing the old ones, repainting the trailer (if necessary) and replacing decals with current ones.

· Many clubs ended up sending fewer contestants than they were authorized. 

· Several clubs had last minute cancellations of contestants.

· Some clubs had members willing to go at the last minute but were prevented by the ruling that alternates had to be registered in advance.

· In the future, clubs can register as many of their club as they like for the alternate spot. 

· 2003 Club Tournaments.

· Forms are provided in each club’s file.

· Get your selections in as soon as possible. First come-first served on selection of lakes. All forms received prior to December 1st will be dated December 1st.

· 2003 State Tournament.

· The River clubs are well on their way on the planning phase for the tournament.

· A banquet and raffle are planned.

·  For now, we have applied for the permit for pools 5A, 6, and 7. If we are limited to two pools, we will deal with that later.

· It will be a 4 fish limit, 14” minimum length, no cull tournament.

· The Large Mouth Bass virus has been identified in pools 3 and 7. This should have no effect on our tournament but we are watching it closely.

· Smallmouth are carriers of the virus but do not seem to be affected by it.

Regional Director’s Reports

· West and North Region Directors did not have a report.

· The South Region Director was not in attendance.

East Region – Pat Corrigan (651-604-0687) 
· Pat Corrigan reported the following:

· They would like to see guest speakers at the Federation meetings.

· Discussions were held on fundraisers for the Youth and Conservation programs.

· The possibility of a dues increase.

· They would like to see the deadline for membership be extended beyond the current April 1st date. This would allow more time for clubs to absorb members generated by the Sports Show, Bassmaster University, etc.

· Please provide feedback and suggestions to Pat by the December meeting.

Break 1:50-2:05

Nomination of Officers
· Nominations are open through the December meeting until the vote is held. Please feel free to step forward if you are interested in filling one of these positions. If you have any questions on any of the job duties, contact any Board member and they will be glad to fill you in on the details. Current openings and nominations are:

· East Region Director – Dale Richardson

· West Region Director – Mark Gomez

· Youth Director – Todd Saterbak

· Secretary – Open

· 2nd Vice President/Tournament Director – Open

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 425-6072

· Vern was not in attendance. Jay reported the following:

· The MOHA Governor’s candidate breakfast was held last Tuesday at the Kelly Inn in St. Cloud.

· All the candidates were more concerned over the budget shortfall.

· The budget process will require cuts in all departments and it is only a question of where and how hard the cuts will be.  None of the candidates really said “no” when asked about raiding the dedicated accounts (such as the Game and Fish Fund) to resolve shortfalls in other areas of government.

· We need to find out where the proposed cuts will affect us and fight to keep them at a minimum.

· The DNR Roundtable meetings will be held in January.

· We will request that Largemouth Bass Virus be a topic of discussion.

· Lakeshore associations are gaining in political power. They have heavily funded lobbyists and are becoming a force to be reckoned with. 

· Castaways for Kids.

· Ron Schara’s program is continuing.

· Several clubs are participating and the rods/reels are going to needy kids.

· If you want to help, contact Vern.

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· State Casting Kids.

· The finals will be held at South View Chevrolet. The date has not been finalized.

· 20 kids are currently qualified from 4 clubs.

· We need more club participation and more kids for the finals.

· Josh Erickson is now the “poster boy” for the national program. He was a hit with everyone at the Classic and did us proud. 

· Junior club program.

· We now have 4 junior clubs in the Federation.

· Fairmont

· Mound Fingerlings

· Northland Bass Rats (Bemidji)

· Bassin Boys (Bass Ambassadors)

· The State finals were held last summer on Forest Lake. Thanks to everyone who came out and made it a success.

· This year the Junior Invitational will be held in Minnesota at Forest Lake on June 20th. 

· So far we have 7 States sending teams.

· Minnesota 

· Wisconsin

· Missouri

· Indiana

· South Dakota

· Kansas

· 3 more States will probably send teams.

· Each State will send a 6 person team.

· Ranger will be providing 15 boats and drivers to support the event.

· We will need additional boats and volunteers to help.

· So far we have $3,700 coming in to help fund the event.

· Winners (2 per State) will advance to the National finals in Kansas City on July 19th.

· This coming year’s Junior State tournament will probably be held in August.

· Clubs are encouraged to sponsor a junior team. See Todd for assistance is setting one up.

Website – Barry Howell 

· Barry was not in attendance. 

· Jay reported that the website now has a message board. 

· Vern has volunteered to act as moderator to make sure that things don’t get out of hand. Check it out.

· We are planning on some upgrades, particularly in the membership area. We need to make it easier for prospective members to find clubs.  Jay will be working with Barry on this.

· Any clubs with websites, give the info to Barry and he can provide a link to your site.

Old Business
· Bylaws cleanup.

· Paul Becka has been working on a major cleanup of the bylaws to clarify policy and eliminate contradictions. 

· Most items are of a minor nature. A draft will be presented at the December meeting.

· If you have any suggestions, contact Paul.

New Business

· 2004 State Tournament

· The deadline for nominations is the March meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM.

The next Federation meeting will be held on December 7th at the Medina Ballroom. Regional meetings start at 11:00 and the general meeting begins at 12:00 noon. 

Respectfully submitted by:

Dale Richardson, Secretary, MN BASS Federation

