Minnesota BASS Federation Meeting

Hamel Community Center





October 21, 2006

Regional Meetings

· Regional meetings were held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Roll Call

· The general meeting began at 12:00 p.m.

· 21 clubs were in attendance 

Secretary’s Report – Cal McCracken (952) 890-3071

· Cal was unable to attend. Dale Richardson recorded the meeting minutes. Thanks Dale.

· There are a few clubs without any entries in the Federation email list. In order to receive timely communication on meeting location changes and other important items, please make sure the email address of at least one of your club officers is included.

· National Federation membership dues for 2007 will be paid directly to B.A.S.S. 

· B.A.S.S. is requesting that club secretaries maintain their national rosters online via a web application that they will be providing sometime this fall. The details will be communicated as they become available.  

Treasurers Report – Jim Battin (763) 780-9298

· Total Cash on Hand:
        $52,067.42
· Jim reported that times are getting tough (financially speaking). Our membership appears to be steadily declining and as a result, our revenue stream is diminishing to the point that we are operating in a deficit and have been doing so for two years. His proposed budget reflects some significant cuts in “discretional” spending. Some traditional donations to other Conservation-related organizations have been eliminated and Scholarship awards to the Youth program winners have been significantly reduced. In addition, travel to National events by officers has been reduced to the bare minimum. We do need to increase the  budget for Divisionals and the TOC as most of these expenses are lodging and gasoline related. As we all know, the cost of these items continues to rise.  Additionally, the Divisions have been realigned and instead of hosting every 10 years, we will now be hosting every 8. The $5,000 we’ve planned for in the past didn’t come close to the actual expenses incurred this year at Le Homme Dieu. Fortunately, the Holiday Inn “comped” the rooms for the BASS staff and we obtained grant money from both the City of Alexandria and BASS to help offset the expenses. Without this assistance, we would have been even deeper in the hole. Jim suggested that we make this a part of the “package” that  a prospective host community would offer if they want us to bring the TOC or Divisionals to their area.  Jim provided a copy of the proposed budget to each club representative to take home and discuss with their members. See separate attachment to this email containing Jim’s proposed budget.  There will be a vote to approve the budget at the December meeting.

President’s Report – Paul Becka (952) 888-3598

· Paul received a nice letter from Jon Stewart, BASS Tournament Manager, thanking the MN Federation for their work on the 2006 Divisional Tournament on Le Homme Dieu this year.

· Congratulations to Jim Severson for winning the tournament and the MN State Team for winning the Team competition.

· Paul attended a Presidents meeting held in Charlotte NC. The main topic of discussion was the upcoming 6-person team competition. We will use the standings from the team competition from this past TOC to qualify who sends teams forward. We will go down the list, giving each club the right to either send a team or pass on the opportunity. Cost of the entry fee is $250 per person (6-person team) and there will not be any financial support from the Federation. The winning team gets a fully rigged Triton boat for each member of the team. Watch for more information on this as we get it.

· Paul briefed the group on the pending contract with Skeeter. We will get to purchase a Skeeter/Yamaha package of our choice for a deep discount and sell it for profit.

· Fig Rig Rods has signed on again with a package of 50 rods, beginning January 1st, 2007.

· We have one MinnKota 101 trolling motor (with transducer built in) and will have a silent auction during the December meeting. Bring your checkbooks if you want to make a bid.

Vice President’s Report – Mark Gomez (763) 315-4189

· Mark left early to assist with the Casting Kids finals.
· Paul briefed the group on the progress of the Weighmaster program. Two kits have been purchased and were issued to Viking Bassmasters and Sportsmen Bassmasters late last summer. Both clubs have been using the equipment at club tournaments and other events, working out bugs in the program and gaining experience at the water weigh-in procedures. We would like to purchase one additional kit and will make them all available to clubs and/or other organizations who would like to improve their weigh-in practices. Mark is putting the finishing touches on the education program and will be conducting training sessions over the winter and coming year. He expects all club tournament directors to attend this training and will invite TDs from outside groups to participate as well. He stresses that this isn’t just about water weigh-ins. There will be education covering all aspects of tournament organization and execution to include paper tournaments, rules and regulations, fish handling, live well practices, public perceptions, etc. Mark is willing to take the education program to wherever it is needed and will offer it in conjunction with at least one Fed meeting this winter. The vision of this program is to expand it beyond Minnesota and our Federation to the national level and other species. The DNR is very interested in this program and wants to work with us. Stay tuned for more information in the future.

Youth Director’s Report – Todd Saterbak (763) 494-8587

· Todd had to leave early to get to Gander Mt. in Maple Grove to set up Jr. State Casting Kids finals. Paul gave Todd’s report.

· State Casting Kids Final: 

We will have 24 kids competing in the finals, plus whoever qualifies at the last qualifier being run by the Bassin Boys Junior club at Gander prior to the finals. The Board of Directors will be officiating at the finals Winners will be going to Lake Logan in Alabama on February 17th.

· The Junior State TOC was held on Lake Washington last June 30th. Winners were Cody Sieben from the Fairmont Jr. club and Tommy Gomez from the Bassin Boys. Both young men will represent Minnesota at the upcoming Classic.

· The 2007 Junior TOC will be held on Clearwater Lake and will be hosted by the Granite City Bassmasters.

· National dues for the Junior members have increased from $5 to $10.

Tournament Director’s Report – Dale Richardson (952) 894-4604

· Dale gave a brief recap of the TOC at Gull Lake and thanked all the Alternates and volunteers who helped out with the tournament.

· A recap of the Divisionals at Le Homme Dieu was also given. As was hoped, our Team took all honors by winning the team and individual competitions by healthy margins. Thanks to the community of Alexandria for their great support.

· Classic 7 Bassmasters brought us up-to-date on the plans for the 2007 TOC at Leech Lake. Tournament Headquarters will be at the Horseshoe Bay Resort. They have rooms and facilities to support the entire tournament onsite. They are offering room rates at a 20% discount off of 2006 fall rates, provided that we book at least 20 rooms with them and the reservations are made by January 1st. Their website is www.horseshoebayresort.com. Email is horsesho@djam.com. Phone 800-873-1229. Contact person is Julie or Ron (the owner). 

· Dale requested that the 2007 Club Tournament Schedules be sent to him. Our bylaws require that the Tournament Director coordinate all club schedules and resolve any conflicts. Remember that we cannot have more than 5 club events on any single small body of water (less than 5,000 acres) and no more than one event per weekend on the smaller bodies of water. Club priority is on a first come, first serve basis. The bylaws also state that we cannot accept the schedules before December 1st so if any are received prior to that date, they will be placed in a hat and drawn at random for priority. Dale also reminded everyone that State law requires that County Sheriff’s permission (i.e., a permit) be obtained for any organized event. Some Counties require permits, some want proof of insurance, and others just want to be notified that an event is taking place. It is the club’s responsibility to see that this is done.

· Dale informed the group that, due to job commitments, he will not be seeking re-election when his term expires at the end of the year. He will put together a Tournament Director’s “package” for the new TD and will help him/her all he can to get off on the right foot. 

Conservation Director’s Report – Vern Wagner (612) 729-3474

· Vern was unable to attend. Paul provided his report.

· Paul briefed the group (using Vern’s notes) on what is going on in the political world. See separate attachment containing Vern’s report.

· Jim Battin reported on the Large Mouth Bass Virus study he headed over the summer. Volunteer anglers collected 30 bass from each of 9 lakes identified by the DNR for the study.  These will be tested for the virus. Results will be reported when available. Thanks to all of those who participated.

Old Business

· East Region Director, John Murphy, reported on the survey conducted last year on TOC dates. Three questions were asked of the approximately 300+ members on the Federation Email list. Of those 300+, slightly over 100 responded. The questions were: 

Would you like to see the TOC moved to an earlier date in the summer? 

Would you like to see a rotating date?

Would you like to keep things the way they are? 

The survey results were pretty much equally split on all three options.  As a result, we will proceed with another meeting following the December Fed meeting. More information on this will be forthcoming.

New Business

· South Region Director, Bob Johnson, has been organizing a series of educational “workshops” to be held from 9am to 11am prior to the regular Fed meetings throughout the coming season. Today he had representatives from Pure Fishing at the meeting to demonstrate new products and answer questions. The upcoming schedule is:

For December, Outcast Tackle will do a presentation on Jig fishing. Dale Richardson will do a presentation on “GPS for Anglers”.

For January, Mickey Goetting from MG Lures will do a presentation on the Drop Shot technique. Greg Fouty, our 2005 State Champion, will do a presentation on what it is like to be the Champion for a year.

For March, Steve Hauge of All Terrain Tackle will do a presentation. Tom Bortkowski will do a presentation on how to prepare for a tournament.

For April, Rich Lindgren will do a presentation and Dale Richardson will do a seminar on how to improve your boats performance.

· As with years past, we have the opportunity to obtain guaranteed slots (co-angler) for selected Pro events this year. From a large list of events, the group decided that we will put in for slots in the following tournaments:

Amistad (Texas) in March

Guntersville (Alabama) in April

Lake Champlain (New York) in July.

At the December meeting, a raffle will be held.  Those interested will get one free chance and can purchase additional chances for $5 each. The winner of the slot is responsible for the $750 entry fee with $250 payable to the MN Federation by January 3rd and the remainder to BASS no later than 30 days prior to the tournament.

· Nomination of Officers:

2nd Vice President/Tournament Director - Open

Youth Director – Joe Barnett

Secretary – Kollen Parsons

East Region Director – John Murphy (incumbent)

West Region Director – Ed Bogan  

Nominations will remain open through the December meeting. Elections will be held at the end of the December meeting with the new folks taking office January 1st.  If you have interest in serving in one of these positions, contact any current Board member and they will be happy to answer any questions that you might have.

Clubs in Attendance

Bay La Croix

Classic 7

Golden Hook 

Gopher


Lakes Area


Sportsmen

Stellar


Sunrise

Baxter


Brainerd Lakes

Central MN

Red Lake

New Ulm




Prior Lake H.

Zumbro Valley

Bass Rangers

Classic Bass

Metro Hawg

Northern Black Bass
Tonka Bass


Viking

The meeting was adjourned.

The next meeting will be held December 2, 2006. 

Respectfully submitted:

Cal McCracken, Secretary, MN BASS Federation
